Physiographic Divisions
of India

India - A Subcontinent

India is often referred to as a subcontinent due to its large size and distinct geographical features
that set it apart from the surrounding regions. The term “subcontinent” is used to describe a large
landmass that is smaller than a continent but still geographically and culturally significant.

V" Size: India is the seventh-largest country in the world by land area. It has a vast expanse, including
diverse terrains.

v Geographical diversity: The Indian subcontinent is characterized by a diverse range of
geographical features.

e Example: The Himalayan Mountain range in the north and the Deccan Plateau in the south,
contributes to its subcontinental status.

v" Unique geological formation: The Indian subcontinent was once a separate landmass called
Insular India, which drifted from the supercontinent Gondwana millions of years ago and
eventually collided with the Eurasian plate, forming the Himalayas.

V" Isolation: The Indian subcontinent is somewhat isolated from the rest of Asia by the Himalayan
Mountain range in the north and three sides are bordered by ocean.

V" Cultural Diversity: The cultural diversity is immense, and various traditions and practices
coexist within the subcontinent.

e Example: India is home to a multitude of languages, religions, and ethnic groups.

V' Historical Significance: The Indian subcontinent has a long and rich history with ancient
civilizations

e Example: Indus Valley Civilization

HIMALAYAS

The Himalayas: Vast mountain range in Asia, home to the world’s highest peaks like Mount Everest.
It spans multiple countries, featuring diverse landscapes, cultures, and religious significance.
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Formation of Himalayas Ranges
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v" Trans Himalayas: The movement of the Indian plate towards the Eurasian plate led to the
subduction of the Tethys Sea. This resulted in the upliftment of the earth’s crust and volcanic
activity leading to the formation of trans-Himalayan ranges.

v' Himadri: Sediments accumulated in the Tethys Sea were compressed, and squeezed by the
movement of the Indian and Eurasian plates leading to the extreme upliftment of the Himadri
region which is the most continuous and contains the loftiest peaks.

v" Himachal: The collision between Indian and Eurasian plates created the most rugged part of
the Himalayas with altered rocks i.e. Himachal Himalayas.

V" Siwalik: Formed from the consolidated sands, gravels and conglomerate deposits [Alluvial fans]
which were brought by the rivers flowing from the higher ranges.

Characteristic Features of Himalayas

V" High Peaks: Home to the world’s highest peaks and continuous presence of snow-capped
summits.

e Example: Mount Everest, K2

v" Ongoing Tectonic Activity: Formed due to the collision between the Indian and Eurasian tectonic
plates and still undergoing upliftment.

V" Diverse Geology: Varied geological formations, including sedimentary rocks in the foothills
and crystalline rocks in the higher ranges.

e Example: Granitic rocks of Himadri and sedimentary rocks of Shiwaliks

V" Glacial Features: Extensive glacial activity with numerous glaciers creating glacial valleys and
moraines contributing to the landscape.

e Example: Baltoro, Siachin, Gangotri etc
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River Systems: Origin of major rivers thus playing a major role in the region’s hydrology and
agriculture.
e Example: Origin of India’s major river systems- Ganga, Brahmaputra, Yamuna etc

Diverse Climate Zones: Varied climatic conditions, ranging from alpine in the higher reaches
to subtropical in the foothills.

Fault Lines: Presence of major fault lines due to tectonic forces.

e Example: Main Central Thrust and Main Boundary Thrust

Vulnerability of Himalayas

The Himalayas face various vulnerabilities, making the region susceptible to environmental, social,

and economic challenges. Some key vulnerabilities include:

v

v

Earthquake: Seismic event in the Himalayan region, resulting from tectonic activity, causing
widespread damage and geological shifts.

e Example: 2015 Nepal earthquake

Landslide: Mass movement of rocks and soil in the Himalayas, triggered by factors like heavy
rainfall or earthquakes, causing significant terrain changes.

e Example: 1998 Malpa Landslide in the UP

Land subsidence: Gradual sinking or settling of the Earth’s surface in the Himalayas, often due
to geological processes or human activities.

e Example: Joshimath land subsidence 2023
Floods: Flash floods and frequently changing water levels leading to inundation of land
e Example: 2013 Uttarakhand floods

Cloudburst: Sudden, intense rainfall, often from a single convective cloud, causing rapid and
massive downpours, leading to flash floods.

e Example: Frequent cloudbursts in Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand

Glacial lake outburst: Rapid release of water from a glacier-dammed lake, causing downstream
flooding.

e Example: Glacial lake outburst in Sikkim 2023

Dam failure: Uncontrolled breach or collapse of a dam structure, leading to the release of stored
water and potential downstream flooding.

Causes of vulnerabilities

v

v

v

Climate change: Altered weather patterns, glacial melting, and ecological shifts due to global
warming, causing heavy and concentrated rainfalls

Tectonic activity: Himalayas are still tectonically highly active due to the ongoing movement of
the Indian plate towards the Eurasian plate thus causing earthquakes and landslides.
Changing river course: Villages of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh disappearing as young
Himalayan Rivers such as Brahmaputra shift their course frequently.

Unconsolidated materials: The Shiwaliks range is primarily composed of unconsolidated
sediments, such as sand, gravel, silt, and clay which cause high damage on ground shaking and
earthquakes.
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v

v

Deforestation: Increased deforestation because of firewood collection, agriculture and thus
changing land use patterns.

Developmental activities: Road development initiatives like Chardam projects, tunnels,
hydropower projects etc increase the vulnerability of already unstable Himalayas.

DECCAN PLATEAU

The Deccan Plateau, a vast elevated region in India is a part of the peninsular plateau. It features

diverse landscapes, volcanic plateaus, and river basins. It spans central and southern India, influencing
the country’s topography and climate.

Formation of Deccan Plateau

v

Tectonic activity: 65 million years ago, the Indian
Plate moved north, and collided with the Eurasian
Plate, uplifting and forming the Deccan Plateau
through compression.

Rifting and volcanic activity: Rifting in the

¢
Indian subcontinent allowed magma to surface, = isusmeawesp 1 &
initiating extensive volcanic activity that formed Andaman’and
Cardamo Nicobar Is,
the Deccan Traps. S 0 o
]
Lava flows and plateau formation: Successive

basaltic lava flows created the Deccan Traps, a massive volcanic plateau with distinctive basaltic
rock formations.

Erosion and landscape evolution: Erosion and subduction shaped the Deccan Plateau, forming
the Western Ghats, Eastern Ghats, and river valleys.

Characteristics of the Deccan Plateau

v

Shape and boundaries: Triangular plateau bounded by Vindhyas and Satpura to the northwest,
Mahadev and Maikal in the north, Western Ghats to the west and Eastern Ghats to the east.

Geology: The Deccan Plateau is composed mainly of basalt rock which is up to 2,000 meters
(6,600 feet) thick in some places.

Rivers: The Deccan Plateau is drained by a number of rivers, including the Godavari, Krishna,
and Kaveri.

Forests: The Deccan Plateau is home to a variety of forests, including tropical dry deciduous
forests, tropical moist deciduous forests, and montane forests.

Minerals: The Deccan Plateau is rich in minerals, including coal, iron ore, manganese, mica,
and bauxite.

Escarpments: Bordered by steep escarpments, such as the Western Ghats and Eastern Ghats,
marking the edges of the plateau.
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Significance of Deccan Plateau

v

Water Resources: Major rivers originating from the plateau contribute significantly to regional
water resources for irrigation and daily use.

e Example: Godavari, Krishna and Kaveri being the water lifeline of south India

Agricultural Productivity: Fertile volcanic soils support diverse agriculture, contributing to
India’s food production.

e Example: The fertile volcanic black soils support cotton, millet, oilseeds, and fruits.
Industry: The Deccan Plateau is home to a number of industries
e Example: Mining, steel production, textiles, and chemicals.

Renewable Energy Potential: The vast open spaces of the plateau provide opportunities for the
development of renewable energy projects.

e Example: Wind energy production in Tamil Nadu
Biodiversity Conservation: Home to unique and endemic species.
o Example: Western Ghats is a biodiversity hotspot.

Influence on monsoon: Western Ghats as a barrier influences the monsoon and rainfall patterns,
impacting agriculture, water resources, and biodiversity.

Tourism Hub: Natural caves, waterfalls, and farms attracting tourists.
e Example: Ajanta and Ellora Caves, Maharashtra

Strategic Location: The central-southern location of the Deccan Plateau influences trade and
transportation routes.

o Example: Cities like Pune and Hyderabad serve as important economic and industrial centres.

Natural Resource Potential of Deccan Trap

v
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Mineral resources: Deccan Traps are a rich
source of minerals.

=@  World's longest
tava flows (>1500 km)

@ KTB localities

e Example: Iron ore in KA & MH; Manganese v

in MH and MP; Bauxite in KA & G]J

Fertile soils: Deccan Traps are home to fertile
black soils, which have high water retention
capacity and suitability for agriculture.

e Example: cultivation of cotton in black soils

Water Resources: Drained by a network of
rivers providing for irrigation, drinking water,
and hydropower generation.

o Example: Sardar Sarovar Project in Narmada
and Srisailam Dam in Krishna. B

www.fortuneias.com | +91 - 9495015888 | Telegram: t.me/fortuneias



5.22 Geography

v

Renewable energy: potential to contribute to India’s renewable energy goals and reduce its
reliance on fossil fuels.

e Example: High potential Geothermal energy in Deccan traps.
Forest: Deccan Traps are home to a variety of forest types providing for timber sources.

e Example: includes tropical dry deciduous forests, tropical moist deciduous forests, and
montane forests.

Western Ghats

The Western Ghats, a UNESCO World Heritage Site in India, are a mountain range brimming

with biodiversity. Their lush landscapes, diverse ecosystems, and vital water sources make them
ecologically significant.

Formation of Western Ghats

v

v

v

Tectonic activity: The formation of Western Ghats was initiated by the collision of Indian and
Eurasian plates.

Upliftment: The subduction of the Indian Plate caused the land along the western margin to
rise along a fault line forming the escarpment of the Western Ghats.

Erosion: Over millions of years, erosion carved the escarpment into the steep slopes and valleys
that characterize the mountains today.

Characteristic features of Western Ghats

v

Age: Western Ghats is considered to be one of the oldest mountain ranges in the world, having
been formed about 150 million years ago.

e Example: Anamudi, the Highest peak in Kerala which is a part of the Western Ghats

Rivers and watersheds: Numerous rivers originate from the Western Ghats which play a vital
role in peninsular India’s water resources.

e Example: Krishna, Godavari, Kaveri

Diverse ecosystems: The Western Ghats exhibit a remarkable diversity of ecosystems home to
a rich variety of flora and fauna.

o Example: Tropical evergreen forests in the lower elevations to montane grasslands and shola
forests in the higher elevations.

Influence on monsoons: Blocks southwest monsoon leading to rainfall in Kerala side and
drought-like dry conditions in Tamil Nadu.

Block Mountains: Western Ghats are Block Mountains formed due to the downwarping of a
part of the land into the Arabian Sea.

Age: Western Ghats is considered to be one of the oldest mountain ranges in the world, having
been formed about 150 million years ago.

Vulnerabilities of Western Ghats

The Western Ghats are prone to various natural disasters, including:
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Landslides: Causing widespread destruction, including damage to infrastructure, homes, and
farmland.

o Example: Raigad Irshawadi landslides in 2021

Flash floods: The Western Ghats are also prone to flash floods, which can occur suddenly and
with great force.
e Example: 2018 Kerala floods

Torrential rains: The Western Ghats receive heavy rainfall during the monsoon season, which
runs from June to September.

Wildfires: Western Ghats have experienced an increase in wildfires in recent years causing
significant damage to forests and wildlife.

o Example: Bhor forest fires 2022

Cause of vulnerabilities

v

v

v

v

Steep slope and weathering: The Western Ghats have steep slopes, making them more susceptible
to landslides.

Weathering: The region experiences high rainfall and humidity, leading to the weathering of
rocks and soil, which weakens the slopes.

Human activities: Unaccounted construction and mining leading to loss of stability of the region
and habitat fragmentation of wildlife.

Climate change: This leads to heavy and concentrated down poor and thus causes flash floods.

NORTHERN PLAINS

The Northern Plains of India are a vast, fertile expanse formed by the Ganges and its tributaries.

Characterized by alluvial soil, they support extensive agriculture and host major cities. Northern
plains are the transition zone between the Himalayas and Peninsular India, separated from the
Himalayas by a Frontal Fault.

Formation of Northern plains

v

v

Himalayan Uplift: The Indian Plate collided with the Eurasian Plate uplifting the Himalayan
Mountain range to the north of the plains.

Tectonic Subsidence: As the Himalayas rose, the adjacent regions to the south experienced
tectonic subsidence, creating a vast, low-lying area.

Sedimentation: Massive amounts of sediment carried by rivers like the Ganges and Brahmaputra,
creating a vast expanse of fertile alluvial soil.

Ganges-Brahmaputra Delta: The deposition of sediment in this deltaic region contributes
significantly to the continuous expansion of the Northern Plains.

Characteristic features of Northern Plains

v

v

Alluvial Soil: The plains are characterized by fertile alluvial soil formed majorly by the flow of
Indus, Ganga and Brahmaputra making them agriculturally productive.

Flat Topography: The topography of the Northern Plains is generally flat, with gentle slopes
from North to South.
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v

v

Variation in relief features: Presence of different types of multiple features like Bhabar, Terai,
Bhangar, Khadar etc.

River Networks: The region is crisscrossed by an extensive network of rivers and their tributaries
which include the Indus, Ganges, and Brahmaputra etc.

Climate: Northern Plain has a hot and humid climate with distinct seasons. The summers are long
and hot whereas winters are mild, with temperatures rarely dropping below 10 degrees Celsius.

Dense population: The Northern Plains are one of the most densely populated regions in the
world. This is due to the fertile soil, the mild climate, and the abundance of water.

Classification of Northern Plains

v

v

Significance of Northern

Based on depositions: Depositions can be divided broadly into four - Bhabar, Terai, Bhangar
and Khadar

Based on topography and
geo-climatic characteristics:

Northern Plains of India
1.Rajasthan Plains

2.Punjab and Haryana Plains
3.Ganga Plains

Dividing into meso regions
4 Bramhaputra Plains

based on topography and
geoclimatic characteristics.

e Example: Rajasthan Plain,
Punjab-Haryana Plain,
Ganga Plain, Brahmaputra
Plain

Plains

v

Fertile Soil and Agricultural Productivity: This fertility has made the Northern Plain a crucial
contributor to India’s food security, earning it the title of “India’s Breadbasket”

e Example: Rice in the Gangetic plains, particularly Punjab and Haryana
Economic Activities: Diverse industries contribute to economic growth.
e Example: Kanpur’s leather industry, Ludhiana’s textile industry etc.

Dense Population and Urbanization: The Northern Plain is one of the most densely populated
regions in the world, with over 1.1 million people.

River System and Water Resources: Himalayan Rivers provide essential water resources for
irrigation, transportation, and hydropower generation.

e Example: Ganga provides for transportation, and Bhakra Dam on Sutlej, a tributary of Indus
and Brahmaputra provides for irrigation in Eastern and Northeastern India.

Biodiversity: The region supports a variety of flora and fauna, and the floodplains of rivers like
the Ganges provide important habitats for diverse species.

e Example: Sundarbans Delta, part of the Northern Plains is a critical habitat for the Bengal
tiger and various other species.
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Climatic Influence: Large landmass influences regional climate.

e Example: The Northern Plains play a role in the distribution of the monsoon, impacting
weather patterns and temperature variations in the region.

COASTAL PLAINS

India’s Coastal Plains flank the eastern and western shores, enriched by fertile alluvial soil. These

plains support agriculture and are home to major cities, vital for trade and commerce.

Formation of Coastal Plains

v

Tectonic plate activity: The west coast of India is a passive margin formed due to the separation of
the Indian subcontinent from the supercontinent Gondwana. The East Coast, however, is an active
margin, influenced by the convergent boundary between the Indian Plate and the Eurasian Plate.

Rift valleys and faulting: Rift valleys and faulting played a role in the creation of certain coastal
features.

e Example: The Western Ghats were formed through faulting and uplift associated with the
rifting process that separated the Indian subcontinent from the rest of Gondwana.

Sedimentation: Coastal plains are formed by the deposition of sediments brought by rivers and
marine processes.

e Example: Alluvial plains of the eastern coast, especially in the deltas of rivers like the Ganges
and Godavari, are a result of continuous sedimentation.

Erosion and deposition: Coastal erosion and deposition processes contribute to the shaping of
the coastal landscape.

o Example: Coastal features like beaches, sandbars, and dunes are formed through the continuous
processes of erosion and deposition.

Characteristics of India’s Coastal Plains

v

Flat Topography and Alluvial Deposits:
The coastal plains of India are generally flat,
with elevations ranging from a few meters
to around 300 meters above sea level.

Coastal Plain of India

o Example: The coastal plains of Andhra
Pradesh, known as the Andhra
Coastal Plains, are characterized
by their flat topography and fertile
alluvial soils.

Extensive Deltas and Lagoons: Rivers
form deltas which are often accompanied
by lagoons and water bodies separated
from the sea by sandbars or reefs.

@ Westem Coastal Plain
Eastern Coaslal Plain

e Example: Chilika Lake is located
within the Mahanadi Delta.
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v" Subducting and emerging: Coast showing features of emergent and submerging patterns.

e Example: Eastern coastal plains are emergent whereas western coastal plains are submerged

in nature.
v" Changing broadness: Eastern and western coastal plains have different broadness.

e Example: The eastern coast is broader than the western coast.

Classification of Indian Coastal Plains

Coastal plains can be broadly classified into eastern and western coastal plains.

Features Western Coastal Plain Eastern Coastal Plain

Submergence of land and

Formation faulting of the Gondwana Alluvial deposits from rivers
landmass

Nature and Delta Submerged in nature, rivers | Emergent coast with formation of

Formation do not form a delta highly developed deltas

Narrower than the Eastern

Width
coast

Wider coast

Ports Mumbai, Goa, Cochin Visakhapatnam, Kolkata, Chennai

Kachhch and Kathiawar in Utkal plains of Odisha, Andra plains
Further divisions GJ, Konkan coast in KA and | including Krishna Godavari delta,
MH, Malabar coast in Kerala | Coromandel coast in Tamil Nadu

Significance of Coastal Plains

V" Agriculture: The fertile soils and favourable climate of the coastal plains make them ideal for

the cultivation of diverse crops.
e Example: Coastal states are major producers of rice, coconut, cashew etc.
v" Natural resources: Presence of rare and strategic minerals and renewable energy resources

e Example: Monazite and Thorium sands of coastal Kerala, Offshore wind energy etc.

v Fisheries: The coastal plains are home to a rich marine ecosystem, supporting a thriving fishing

industry.

e Example: Fishing industry in Kerala and West Bengal

V" Industry and ports: The western coast is ideal for ports and hosts major industrial centres like

Mumbai, Chennai etc.

e Example: Mumbai port, Kandla port of GJ etc.

V" Biodiversity: The coastal plains support a diverse range of ecosystems, including mangroves,

coral reefs, estuaries, and lagoons.

e Example: Sundarbans mangrove forest of West Bengal and Coral reefs of Lakshadweep
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v" Tourism: The coastal plains are a popular tourist destination, attracting visitors from India and

abroad.

e Example: Beaches of Goa, Kerala backwaters etc.

ISLAND GROUPS

located in the Indian Ocean.

Formation of Islands
Andaman Nicobar islands

v

Tectonic activity: It is a result of volcanic
activity following the collision of the
Indian plate with the Eurasian plate.

Arakan Yoma extension: Andaman
Islands, located in the northern part of
the archipelago, represent an extension
of the Arakan Yoma Mountain range of
Myanmar.

Volcanicactivity: Nicobar Islands, located
in the southern part of the archipelago, are
characterized by a series of volcanic peaks,
including Barren Island, the only active
volcano in India.

Lakshadweep

v

Coral reefs: Situated in the Arabian Sea,
are a result of coral reef formation over
thousands of years.

India has two major island groups- Andaman Nicobar and Lakshadweep group of islands both

INDIA

Lakshwadeep

Islands { Andaman and

I Nicobar Islands

Atolls: Lakshadweep Islands comprise a group of atolls that have formed around submerged
volcanoes, with the coral reefs growing upwards from the volcanic peaks.

Features of India’s Islands

V" Vegetation: Indian islands consist of diverse vegetation like dense forests, mangroves and corals

e Example: Andaman and Nicobar Islands are home to dense tropical rainforests, covering over

85% of the land area.

V" Coral reefs: Rich coral reefs, attract marine enthusiasts for diving and snorkelling.

e Example: Scuba diving in Lakshadweep

V" Topographic diversity: Ranging from high-altitude mountainous peaks to low-lying plains.

e Example: Saddle peak of North Andaman and low-lying coral reefs of Lakshadweep

v" Coastal landscapes: The coastlines of India’s islands are a mesmerizing blend of rocky shores,

sandy beaches, and mangrove forests.

o Example: White sands of Radhanagar Beach of Andaman
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v

Indigenous tribes: Presence of PVTGs and other tribes.

e Example: Jarawas and Sentinels of Andaman

Classification of island groups

A (] CEP AN A (14 d AN DDA ald

Formation Coral atolls Volcanic origin
. Located in the Arabian Sea | Located in the Bay of Bengal and is
Location and . . . .
and is characterised by low- | characterised by mountainous peaks
topography Ivi .
ying atolls and plains
rrrlbnikes Coral reefs and sandy Rocky shores, sandy beaches, and
beaches mangrove forests
Forest cover Limited forest cover Dense tropical rainforests

Significance of Island Groups

v

Natural Resources: Surrounding waters of island groups are a valuable resource for fisheries
and mineral resources.

e Example: Salt, Magnesium and Calcium in Lakshadweep

Strategic location: Islands have military bases and stations that are enhancing India’s maritime
defence capabilities.

e Example: Military bases in Port Blair

Maritime trade route: Located along major maritime trade routes, facilitating trade and
commerce in the region.

e Example: The Suez Canal and Malacca Strait routes pass near the islands.

Biodiversity hotspot: Rich biodiversity, including endemic species, contributes to global
ecological diversity

e Example: Endemic mega pod of Nicobar Islands
Tourism and economy: Draws tourists with pristine beaches, coral reefs, and historical sites.
e Example: Minicoy Island lighthouse of Lakshadweep

Disaster warning and monitoring: Important for monitoring and early warning systems due
to their vulnerability to seismic activities.

e Example: Early Tsunami Warning System installed at Rangachang in Andaman and Nicobar
Islands.

INDIAN DESERTS

India is home to a variety of deserts, each with its own unique characteristics and landscapes. India’s

major desert regions include the Thar Desert in the northwest, the Kutch Desert in the western part
of the country, and the cold desert of Ladakh.
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Formation of Indian Deserts

v

Tectonic origin: Tethys Sea which covered much of the Indian continent retreated following
its collision with the Eurasian plate, this resulted in the retreat of the sea leaving behind a vast
expanse of sediments.

e Example: Formation of Thar desert
Rain shadow effect: Aridity and lack of humidity caused by barriers like mountains

o Example: Aravalli as a barrier against monsoon winds from the Bay of Bengal causing Thar
desert formation; Himalayas as barrier leading to the formation of Ladakh cold desert.

Climate Effect: Formation of desert and dry pans because of evaporation

e Example: Kutch Desert formation due to high evaporation leaving large salt pans

Characteristics and Features of Indian Deserts

v

Temperature: Extreme temperatures, with scorching hot summers and relatively cool winters
e Example: Extremely hot Thar in western India and the ice-cold desert of Ladakh

Sand Dunes: Vast stretches of sand dunes, some of which are mobile due to wind action.

e Example: Prominent dune types include barchans and longitudinal dunes.

Water Scarcity: Low annual rainfall, leads to water scarcity. Traditional water conservation
methods are employed.

e Example: Taanka or Paar in Rajasthan, Zing in Ladakh

Sparse vegetation: Vegetation is sparse, with hardy plants adapted to extreme temperatures and
arid conditions.

e Example: Cactus in R]
Presence of salt lakes and pans: Presence of salty rivers and lakes

e Example: Luni River in Thar, Pangong Tso and Tso Moriri in Ladakh

Classification of Indian Deserts

Indian deserts can be classified based on their geographical locations and predominant climatic

characteristics. The two main types of deserts in India are hot deserts and cold deserts.

Location part of India, extending into

Features Hot Desert Cold Desert

Primarilyin thenorth-western In the northernmost part of India, in the Union

Pakistan. Territory of Ladakh.

Climate and arid especially during the

el i Gnper e, Extremely low temperatures, especially in

winter.
summer months.
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Vegetation TP (ST 6 T 1 (RS, Sparse, low-growing shrubs, herbs, and grasses
and succulents
Example Thar desert, Kutch Desert Ladakh cold desert
Significance of Indian Deserts

v" Natural barriers: They act as natural barriers
separating ecosystems and territories.

o Example: Thar desert as a natural barrier
between India and Pakistan

v" Biodiversity conservation: Indian deserts
harbour a number of threatened and
endangered species.

e Example: Snow Leopards of Ladakh,
Great Indian Bustard in Thar etc

v Agriculture and animal husbandry:
suitable for dry land agriculture and animal

rearing.

e Example: Pearl millet in RJ and Camel

rearing

COLD DESERT

Punjgb

iab
PAKISTAN. Punja

aryana

Gujarat

INDIA

v" Mineral resources: Contains stones, metallic and non-metallic minerals.

e Example: Thar desert contains marble, used in construction; phosphorite used in fertiliser
and chemicals; feldspar, used in ceramics

V" Solar energy potential: The vast expanse of the deserts makes it a potential hotspot for harnessing

solar energy.

e Example: Bhadla Solar Park in Rajasthan

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS (PYQs)

1. Discuss the natural resource potentials of ‘Deccan Trap.

2. Why is India considered as a subcontinent? Elaborate your answer.

[=]3

(2022)

(2021)

[=]
L

Scan QR code For
Solved Mains PYQs
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Legislature and Executive

Legislature and Executive represent two of the three pillars of Indian democracy, where the former
is responsible for passing legislation while the latter implements them. Articles 52 to 123 and Article
152 to 213 deal with legislature and executive at the Union and state level respectively.

Though India has adopted a separation of power model, there exists some degree of interdependence
between legislature and executive. Every executive must be a member of the legislature and the former
can be in power only with the confidence of the latter.

Parliamentary form of Government in India

Inspired by the constitution of the UK, India adopted a Parliamentary form/ Westminster form/
Cabinet form of government after independence. Articles 74 and 75 deal with the Parliamentary
system at the Centre and Articles 163 and 164 deal with the states.

Feature of Parliamentary form of government

v" Nominal and Real Executive: President shall be the nominal executive and is the head of the
state while Prime Minister shall be the real executive who heads the government.

v Majority party rule: The political party/ alliance that wins majority seats will form the
government and rule the nation.

e Example: The NDA alliance won 353 and 336 seats in 2019 and 2014 elections respectively,
thus comfortably forming the government.

V" Collective responsibility: The government is collectively responsible to the Parliament in general
and Lok Sabha in particular. This implies the Lok Sabha can pass a no-confidence motion to
remove the government from power.

e Example: 15 No no-confidence motions were moved against the Indira Gandhi government.

V" Political homogeneity: Members of the council of ministers belong to the same political party
and hence there is similarity in ideology.

e Example: The 17th Lok Sabha has more than 300 BJP MPs indicating their homogeneity and
solidarity in policy making.

v Double membership: Ministers are members of both legislature and executive.

e Example: In India, ministers are MPs either from Rajya Sabha or Lok Sabha .
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v

Dissolution of the lower house: The Prime Minister can advise the President to dissolve the
Lok Sabha.

o Example: Between 1991 and 2000, the Parliament was dissolved four times

Secrecy: The President administers an oath of secrecy to the ministers, and this ensures they do
not divulge information about proceedings and policies.

Reason behind adoption of Parliamentary form of government

v

Familiarity with the system: British introduced Parliamentary system in India during colonial
rule and continuation with the familiar system made transition to self-governance easier.

e Example: The Charter Act of 1853 laid the foundation of the Parliamentary system in India
as it separated the legislative and executive functions of the Governor General’s council.

Diversity and pluralism: Parliamentary system facilitates representation from diverse groups
through a multi-party system, thus exemplifying India’s pluralism.

o Example: Around 145 members in Lok Sabha are from regional parties, indicating the scope
for wider representation.

Responsible government: The accountability provision in the Parliamentary system ensures
that legislature and executive checks and balances one another.

o Example: The legislature holds the executive accountable through devices like no-confidence
motion, adjournment motion, question hour, etc.

Harmony between legislature and executive: The dual membership criteria ensures that
legislature and executive are on the same side while framing policies, thus avoiding conflicts.

e Example: The NDA alliance, which has formed the government, has more than 350 seats in
the Lok Sabha which makes it easy for the government to pass legislation.

How Parliamentary system enhances democracy

v

v

Accountability: The executive is directly accountable to the legislature, and they scrutinize the
government for their actions, ensuring a check on power misuse.

e Example: In the UK, the Prime Minister must be a member of the House of Commons,
ensuring accountability for both the Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers.

Regular elections: Parliamentary system is ruled by people’s representatives and hence periodic
elections must be conducted to express the will of the people.

e Example: Canada has a Parliamentary democracy where regular elections are held every four
years to express public aspirations.

Consensus building: The parliamentary system often results in the formation of coalitions which
encourages cooperation among political parties.

o Example: Sweden has a Parliamentary system well known for multiparty coalition governments.

Protection of minority rights: The wider representation facilitated by the Parliamentary system
facilitates better representation for minorities, thus widening the scope of democracy.
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e Example: Reservation of seats in India for SC, ST, and women is a measure of inclusive
democracy.

Flexibility: The Parliamentary system provides for more flexibility in governance. If the
government loses the support of the majority, it can be replaced without another election if the
opposition can get the majority support.

Issues in the functioning of Parliament in India

v

Disruptions and adjournment: Opposition party disrupts the proceedings of the house, reducing
productivity. The failure of the government to give satisfactory replies and frequent use of voice
votes to escape discussions has been the major cause of protests.

o Example: Over the past 60 years, average sittings have reduced by 50% which resulted in hasty
passing of bills. In 2022, discussion time for the budget was only 39 hours.

Reducing role of Parliamentary committee: The reference made to the Parliamentary committee
to analyze the bill has reduced considerably over the past few years.

e Example: As of 2021, the number of bills referred to the Parliamentary committee stands at
only 11% in the 17th Lok Sabha while it was 71% in the 15th Lok Sabha.

Criminalization of politics: An increase in the number of Parliamentarians having criminal
charges against them, thus creating a scenario where lawbreakers are becoming lawmakers.

e Example: Criminal cases registered against 43% of Parliamentarians with 159 Lok Sabha MPs
having serious cases against them.

Anti-defection law: The legislation has curbed the individual voice of the Parliamentarians and
made the Speaker act in a partisan manner.

o Example: MLAs were disqualified in Telangana for voting against party whip which could be
seen as a move to stifle dissent within the party.

Lack of knowledge of MPs: The technical nature of the bill reduces the scope of discussion as
many political leaders have little understanding of the technical aspects.

Poor performance of the opposition: The numerical weakness and lack of unity among
opposition parties has reduced effective scrutiny of government policies.

o Example: Absence of a Leader of Opposition in the 17th Lok Sabha weakened institutional
checks.

Increase in ordinance usage: The ordinance route allows the executive to bypass detailed
parliamentary debate.

e Example: Frequent ordinances in 16th Lok Sabha; none in 2022, showing mixed but concerning
trends.

Low minority representation: Parliament does not proportionately reflect India’s social diversity.

e Example: Only 74 women MPs (~13.6%) in 18th Lok Sabha (2024).
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Way forward

v

v

v

Lower limit for functional days: National Committee for Review of Working of Constitution
has recommended fixing a certain number of days the Parliament should function.

Empower Election Commission: The body should be given more powers like power to de-
register political parties to tackle the criminalization of politics.

Promote research support system: Facilitate more data availability to MPs to improve the
quality of debates.

Strengthen Parliamentary Committee: Increasing the terms and including more experts.
Compulsorily move critical bills to the committee.

Dinesh Goswami Committee on Anti-defection law: The disqualification is to be decided by
the President and not by the Speaker.

These measures could help improve the dignity of the house and restore the prestige associated with
the temple of deliberations where policies guiding the nation are being formulated.

Presidentialization of Parliamentary System

The term Presidentialization of a Parliamentary system refers to a condition where the powers of the
head of the government become more similar to that of a President in the Presidential system. This
often leads to concentration of power and authority in the hands of the Prime Minister.

Advantages associated with Presidentialization of Parliamentary system

Strong
leadership

Presidentialization
of Parliamentary
system

Decisive
decision
making

Consistency
in policy
direction

Issues associated with Presidentialization of Parliamentary system

v

Diminished role of the legislature: The concentration of power with the Prime Minister’s office
can reduce the role of elected representatives in policymaking.

e Example: Criminal Code Bills passed in Lok Sabha without any substantial debate owing to
the suspension of 143 Opposition members following protests over the recent security breach.
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V" Risk of authoritarianism: Reduced collective responsibility creates an imbalance in the checks
and balance system which can lead to authoritarianism of the executive.
o Example: The reign of Benjamin Netanyahu saw concentration of power with the leader and
domination within the Likud party.

V" Tendency towards populism: The focus on leader-centric politics encourages short-term welfare
measures over long-term institutional reforms.

e Example: Pre-election announcements of free electricity, cash transfers and loan waivers by
multiple state governments to gain voter support.

V" Weakening of intra-party democracy: Power concentration within party leadership reduces
internal debate and limits emergence of new leaders.

e Example: Centralised candidate selection by party high commands with minimal role of
internal elections.

v"Influence on regional parties: Dominance of national parties limits the space for regional voices
in national policymaking.

e Example: Declining role of regional MPs in parliamentary debates and committees, despite
strong regional mandates.

Cohabitation form of government

Cohabitation is a form of government where the President and the Prime Minister come from different
political parties, and they are required to share executive power. This can arise when the President is
elected separately from the legislature and the majority party in the legislature selects the Prime Minister.
France, which follows a semi-presidential model, is an example of a cohabitation form of government.

Parameter Cohabitation form Parliamentary form
Type of government | Semi Presidential system Parliamentary system
Leadership President and Prime minister Prime minister
Role of President Ceremonial with some influence | Mostly ceremonial
Appointment of Separate elections Appointed by majority party/
executive coalition.
Government Potential for conflicts and | Generally stable and unified
stability instability executive
Decision making Complex due to divided powers. | Streamlined and accountable to
process the legislature

Anti-defection law

The 52nd Constitutional Amendment introduced the 10th schedule to the Indian constitution,
introducing Anti Defection Law aimed at preventing legislators from switching between different
parties. The law intended to reduce corruption in politics and preserve the spirit of democracy.

Features of Anti defection law

V' Disqualification: When an elected member of a legislative body voluntarily gives up their
membership of a political party or disobeys the party’s whip on voting (or abstaining from
voting), they can be disqualified from holding their seat.
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v

v

v

Deciding authority: The Speaker and Chairperson, at the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha respectively,
are the authorized persons to decide on cases of disqualification under anti-defection law.

Exceptions: Disqualification does not take place in case of a merger of political parties. Merging
is said to take place if two-third members of a party have decided to move to another party.

Judicial review: The decisions made by the prescribed authority can be challenged in a court
of law.

Issues associated with Anti defection law

v

Discretionary powers of the prescribed authority: The Speaker belongs to the ruling party
and has a tendency to act in a partisan manner thus leading to allegations of bias and misuse of
the legislation.

e Example: In the Kihoto Hollohan case, one of the judges ruled that the suspicion of bias on
the Speaker’s role cannot be ruled out as his tenure depends on the majority will of the house.

Delayed decisions: No time limit has been set within which the decision is to be taken by the
prescribed authority which results in long delay.

e Example: In Manipur, the Speaker has not responded to the petition against defection of an
MLA for 3 years. Finally, the Supreme Court intervened under Article 142.

Sanction wholesale defection: The merger provision has facilitated wholesale defection as bulk
movement of legislators would make them immune to anti defection law.

e Example: In 2019, 12 out of 18 Congress MLAs in Telangana joined TRS and escaped from
defection as they commanded two third of party seat.

Curb representative freedom: The provision to disqualify a member for voting against the party
whip destroys the individuality of the representative.

o Example: MLAs were disqualified in Telangana for voting against party whip which could be
seen as a move to stifle dissent within the party.

Lack of constructive criticisms: The excessive limitations imposed by the legislation on free
speech can reduce the efficiency of debates in the Parliament.

Promote Horse Trading: Defection also promotes horse-trading of legislators which clearly goes
against the mandate of a democratic setup.

e Example: In 2022, the BJP is accused of horse trading by the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra.

Way forward

v

Deciding authority:

e The Dinesh Goswami committee recommended that the decision be made by the President
on the recommendation made by the Election Commissioner.

¢ The Supreme Court in the Keisham Meghachandra vs Speaker of Manipur case has declared to
have a permanent tribunal headed by a retired Supreme Court judge to decide those matters.
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Law Commission recommendation

e Whips to be used only for critical issues like no confidence motion.

o There should be a time limit on the Speaker to take the decision.

Halim committee recommendation

o The disqualified legislators must be prohibited from holding public office for a cool off period.

o The provision of voluntarily giving up the office must be well defined.

Anti-defection law has many shortcomings which are being exploited by power hungry politicians.
Hence altering some provisions to make the legislation fool proof is the need of the hour.

Office of Speaker

The Speaker of the Lok Sabha is the presiding officer and the highest authority of the Lok Sabha. The
Speaker is elected by the members of the Lok Sabha among its own members and serves the office
until removed from power by the house.

Relevance and powers of the Speaker

v

v

Presiding over sessions: The Speaker presides over the session, determines the agenda for the
session, and is the final interpreter of the rules to be followed in the house.

Maintain order within the house: The Speaker is responsible for maintaining decorum within the
house and has the power to take disciplinary action against members who disrupt proceedings.

Casting vote: The Speaker can vote only in case of a tie, with his vote being the casting vote This
is to ensure the neutrality of the Speaker.

Certification of money bill: A bill can be recognized as a money bill only when the Speaker
gives such a certification to the bill.

Committee appointment: The Speaker is responsible for constituting various Parliamentary
committees. He also presides over the General Purpose Committee, Business Advisory
Committee, and the Rules Committee.

Representing the house: The Speaker represents the legislative body to the outside world,
maintains relations with other officials and participates in the international Parliamentary forum.

Issues with the office of Speaker and misuse of power

v

Concerns regarding neutrality: The Speaker is expected to be impartial in their functioning,
but since the person belongs to the ruling party, he might be tilted to his party’s interest.

e Example: In 2022, Om Birla suspended 4 Congress MPs for the entire monsoon session which
was alleged as a politically driven action.

Enforcement of rules: There have been concerns regarding the effectiveness with which rules
of the house have been enforced with more disciplinary action against opposition members.

Role in anti-defection: The absence of a time limit on deciding upon anti defection issues gives
the speaker privilege to misuse his position for the gain of the ruling party.

www.fortuneias.com | +91 - 9495015888 | Telegram: t.me/fortuneias



1.66 Polity and Constitution
e Example: In Manipur, the Speaker has not responded to the petition against defection of an
MLA for 3 years. Finally, the Supreme Court intervened under Article 142.

v" Declining productivity of the House: Frequent disruptions indicate weak enforcement of
discipline by the Speaker.

e Example: Lok Sabha functioned for less than 50% time in Monsoon Session 2023 (Manipur
issue).

V" Powers to disallow questions and motions: Discretion is often used to limit opposition scrutiny.

e Example: Adjournment motions on Manipur and price rise disallowed in 2023-24.

Way forward
v" Irish model: The Speaker must resign from party roles and political ambitions.

v UK model: Sitting speaker will not lose his seat and no other candidate can contest in that
constituency to ensure independent functioning.

v" Dinesh Goswami committee: The President, based on the recommendation of Election
Commission, to decide upon cases of defection.

v" Page committee: If a Speaker performs in an impartial manner, he should be allowed to continue
office next term.

Inspirations could be made from these models to make the office of speaker more independent,
nonpartisan and neutral which can improve the functioning of the legislature.

Opposition in the Parliament

Opposition in Parliament is a collective term against the political parties and alliances which are not a
part of the ruling coalition. They perform a cardinal role in the functioning of Parliament by holding
the ruling government accountable for their policies. The leader of the opposition is the leader of
the second largest party which possesses at least 10% of the seats in the Parliament/legislature.

Need to have opposition in the Parliament

V" Balancing power: The opposition serves as a critical check on the ruling party’s power, ensuring
that it does not become too dominant and that power is exercised in a balanced manner.

e Example: The present opposition in Lok Sabha has opted for a united approach to create a
balance of power with the ruling NDA alliance.

V" Accountability and oversight: The opposition is responsible for holding the government
accountable for its actions, policies and decisions.

o Example: The use of no-confidence motion, adjournment motion, question hour etc. ensures
that the government is held accountable for their actions.

v Enhance quality of policies: The deliberations and constructive criticism offered by the
opposition aids in enhancing the quality of legislation.

V" Represent diverse views: The opposition represents a diverse range of socio-political and regional
perspectives which ensures that voices of different sections are heard.
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o Example: Parties like ATADMK and TDP bring regional demands while parties like BSP bring
Dalit concerns to the forefront.

Champion social justice: The opposition parties ensure that social issues are raised in front of
the government and necessitate them to take action on these issues.

o Example: Opposition parties have influenced the formulation of legislations like MGNREGA
and RTIL.

Challenges in the functioning of the opposition in the Parliament

v

Fragmentation within the opposition: The inability of opposition parties having diverse
ideologies and interests to work together has reduced the effectiveness of their functioning.

o Example: Since 2014 there was absence of any unified efforts from the opposition to oppose
the Modi government till the formation of the recent INDIA alliance.

Reduction in Parliamentary time: Disruptions have been common as the government fails to
give satisfactory response to the opposition which reduces time for deliberation. Hasty passage
of bills through voice vote and use of ordinance has also reduced their efficiency.

e Example: In the 2023 Budget session, the Lok Sabha functioned for only 36% of the scheduled
time while the Rajya Sabha for only 24% time.

Uneven access to resources: The opposition often has limited access to financial and

organizational resources as compared to the ruling party.

e Example: Opposition MPs rely mainly on RTIs and parliamentary questions for data, while
the government controls key policy datasets.

Absence of opposition leader: This has hindered a unified approach against the government

policies which makes it easy for the government to bring controversial bills.

o Example: The absence of an opposition leader in the Lok Sabha since 2014 has affected the
coordinated efforts against the ruling regime.

Limited role in committee: Opposition members may have limited representation in the

committees giving them less scrutinizing powers.

o Example: Of the 22 committees, Congress has only one chairperson while Trinamool Congress
has zero chairperson.

Legal challenge and harassment: Targeted attacks have been made against opposition leaders

through central agencies which affect their independent functioning.

e Example: Recently 14 opposition parties have submitted a plea before the Supreme Court to
look into selective use of central agencies to target opposition leaders.

The opposition parties must shed aside their differences and stand united against the ruling

government to make them accountable for their actions. The parties must ensure they have adequate
representation in the committees and use Parliament as an effective means to criticize government
policies. The judiciary must also play its part in ensuring that there is no misuse of power by the
government in power to stifle opposition.
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Criminalization of Politics
In recent years the penetration of criminals Cause for concern

into politics has been so rampant in India The Supreme Court on Thursday flagged the alarming
that there has been a 44% increase in the increase in incidence of criminals in politics
number of MPs with criminal cases pending MPs with pending = The 2018 Constitution Bench
- hem b 2009 and 2023. A criminal cases: judgment that formed the basis

against them between an - As per 2004 for Thursday's verdict said: Rapid
ADR report 306 MPs in the Parliament have - criminalisation of politics cannot

iminal di . h ith 2009 . be arrested by merely disqualifying
criminal cases pending against them wit 2014 tainted legislators but should begin
25% of MPs facing charges of serious nature. 2019 by “cleansing" political parties

Reasons for Increasing Criminalization

( No political party offers an
explanation as to why candidates |

OfPOIitiCS with pending criminal cases are

v

<

selected as candidates
JUSTICE NARIMAN, on February 13,

Increasing money power in politics:
Criminals use wealth to finance
campaigns, making them attractive candidates for parties.

o Example: As per ADR (2024 Lok Sabha), the average assets of winning MPs were 346 crore,
favouring wealthy candidates.

Lack of intra-party democracy: Centralised ticket distribution sidelines clean and young leaders.

e Example: Dynasty politics affected the rise of young leaders in Congress which led to their
downfall since 2014

Political patronage: Criminal candidates receive protection due to vote-bank value.

e Example: 46% of MPs elected in 2024 had criminal cases (ADR), showing strong party-
criminal nexus.

Weak enforcement of election laws: EC lacks power to bar or deregister parties fielding criminals.
Lack of awareness: Voters prioritise caste, money and local influence over clean records.

e Example: In 2024 LS, candidates with criminal cases had a higher win rate than clean
candidates (ADR).

Wealk political ethics: Winning elections has become the sole objective, even at moral cost.

o Example: Parties justify tainted candidates as “electable” or “popular” despite pending serious
cases.

Impact of Criminalization of Politics

v

Political

e Impact quality of legislation: Lawbreakers becoming lawmakers undermine the quality of
the laws passed by the Parliament raising concern regarding their effectiveness.

o Example: In the present cabinet, around 33 ministers have criminal cases pending against
them. This questions the legitimacy of policies framed by them.

e Undermine government credibility: Increased criminal elements would reduce the trust of
educated minds in politics.
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o Example: Voter participation being low among educated urban youth due to their disinterest

in corrupt and criminal politics.

e Concentration of power: Criminals with strong financial backgrounds would accumulate
more power, preventing the rise of aspiring young leaders.

v" Social

e Criminalization in the society: When criminals rule the nation, it breeds similar criminal
traits in the citizens leading to increased crime rate.

o Example: In India, more than 60 lakh crimes are being recorded as per the NCRB report.

* More social disorder: Criminal politicians resort to violent means to attain their goals which
can create more chaos in the society.

o Example: UP Chief Minister has 27 criminal cases against him and this affects UP’s social
order making them the state with one of the highest crime rates.

o Erosion of morals: The absence of morale among the politicians would have a spillover effect
on the society making them value free.

Way forward
v Supreme Court in Public Interest Foundation vs Union of India case, 2019

e Political parties must publish the criminal records of their candidates on their websites, social
media handles and newspapers.

e Directed the Election Commission to come up with a framework to ensure the information
on criminal records is disseminated effectively.

v Law Commission recommendation: Offences like booth capturing, rigging must itself add to
disqualification.

V' Legislative effort: The Parliament can bring legislation that guides the functioning of political
parties with a mandate on compulsory inner-party elections to curb dynasty politics.

V" Fast track court: To settle the cases pending against politicians in a faster manner.
Criminalization is a menace which undermines the ethos of Parliamentary politics. A coordinated
effort from the government, judiciary, citizens and media is necessary to eliminate this threat from
Indian politics.
Rajya Sabha
The Rajya Sabha or the Council of States is the upper house of the bicameral Parliament of India.
The members of the house are elected by the legislators of the state and union territories through an
open ballot and hence represent the federal nature of India’s polity.

Significance of Rajya Sabha

V" Represents federal system of governance: The members of the house being elected by the MLAs
indicate the representation of the state at the central level.
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e Example: The house has representation from over 35 parties which indicates the role of
regional parties in the house.

Review and correct legislations: Rajya Sabha can act as a revising chamber where bills passed

by the Lok Sabha are reviewed with measures taken to improve the quality of the bill.

o Example: The GST bill went through thorough deliberation in the Rajya Sabha which aided
in better shaping the bill.

Check and balance: The Rajya Sabha acts as a check on the Lok Sabha, especially when the

ruling party has a brute majority.

e Example: The Rajya Sabha delayed and referred the Forest Conservation Amendment Bill
(2023) for scrutiny, reflecting its role as a revising chamber.

Expertise: Rajya Sabha allows entry of domain experts who may not succeed in electoral politics.

e Example: Former CJI Ranjan Gogoi (law) and economist Bibek Debroy (economy) were
nominated members contributing specialised perspectives.

Promotes minority and diverse interests: Rajya Sabha provides relatively better space for

minority representation.

e Example: Muslim representation in Rajya Sabha (~8%) remains higher than in Lok Sabha
(~5%) in recent years.

Role in passing bills: Rajya Sabha has equal legislative powers with Lok Sabha for ordinary and

constitutional amendment bills.

e Example: In 2023-24 sessions, the Rajya Sabha passed key bills like the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023 and the Telecommunications Act, 2023.

Challenges associated with the functioning of Rajya Sabha

v

Disruption of the house: Increasing frequency of disruptions has reduced deliberation time
available with the Rajya Sabha, thus failing in effective scrutiny.

e Example: In the 2022 monsoon session, the productivity of Rajya Sabha is around 46%.

Back door entrance for veteran leaders: The house has been used as a route to bring in many
popular leaders who have failed in the Lok Sabha.

e Example: Former Finance Minister Arun Jaitley became part of Rajya Sabha after suffering
defeat in the Lok Sabha elections.

Limited powers over Lok Sabha: The house has limited recommendatory powers with respect
to money bills which reduce their role in financial matters.

Unequal representation to states: Representation corresponding to the population which
negatively affects those states having positive demography.

o Example: The entire south India has only 57 seats while UP and Bihar alone has 47 seats.

Lack of consensus: The Rajya Sabha has members from various parties and it finds difficulty in
arriving at a common ground among the opposition.

e Example: There are around 130 MPs who do not represent NDA. Having a united approach
among all is very difficult.

Delay reforms: The check offered by Rajya Sabha may delay some immediate reforms.
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Way forward

v

v
v

UK model: Nominations to the upper body by an appointment committee which ensures more
quality legislators in the house.

American model: Equal representation to all states which aids in maintaining parity among states.

Ensure minimum productivity level: Need strong enforcement of rules to minimize disruption
so that productivity can be improved.

Thus, Rajya Sabha is an important body that showcases India’s federal polity and inclusivity.

Certain changes on the above-mentioned lines can make the office more productive and efficient in
its functioning.

Legislative council

The State Legislative Council or Vidhan Parishad is the upper house in the states which have opted

for a bicameral legislature with its establishment defined in Article 169 of the Constitution of India.
Presently six states namely, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Telangana, Maharashtra, Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh, have a legislative council.

Arguments in favour of legislative council

More space
for
deliberation
and review

Bring more
expertise into
law making

Prevent hasty
decision
making

Why Legislative
Council

Ensure wider
and inclusive
representation

Arguments against legislative council

v

Little power to influence policy making: The power of legislative council is very less when
compared to legislative assembly or even compared to Rajya Sabha which questions their relevance
in policy formulation.

e Example: A bill initiated in the council, if rejected in the Assembly, ends right there. The
maximum a Council can do to prevent a bill passed in the Assembly is to delay the bill for 4
months, after which it automatically gets passed.

Financial burden: The finance for meeting the infrastructure, administration and human costs
is an extra burden on the government exchequer which reaps little benefit.
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V" Delay in decision-making: The presence of two houses is a hindrance to quick decision-making
and can cause unwanted delay.

V" Political appointment: Legislative councils have turned into a body where party veterans who
have failed to win the Assembly elections end up exerting their power.

e Example: When Mamata Banerjee failed to win the 2021 assembly election, the West Bengal
assembly passed a bill to have a legislative council. Critics argue this as a move to include
Mamata into the ministry.

V" Duplication of efforts: As a bicameral system already exists at the national level, a similar system
at the state level is unnecessary and only results in duplication of efforts.

Weakness of Legislative Council with respect to Rajya Sabha

Though the Legislative Council is a replica of the Rajya Sabha, with both being the upper houses at
central and state level, the powers of the council are on the lower side when compared to Rajya Sabha.

The Rajya Sabha involves representation from states, thus indicative of Indian federalism while this
federal aspect is missing for legislative council. Similarly, Rajya Sabha is a necessity to accommodate
diverse opinions from diverse regional and minority groups. This element is not that relevant within
a single state.

The following table shows some major domains where the legislative council lags behind the Rajya Sabha

Aspect of power Rajya Sabha Legislative Council

Representation | Represents the interest of state- | No federal dimension in appointment.
regional and federal perspective | Can accommodate diversity within a state.

Ordinary bill Can suggest amendments to the | Final power of passing the bill is with the
bill. Power to have a deadlock on | assembly. The council is merely a dilatory
matters of non-convergence. body that can delay a bill for 4 months.

Amendment Equal power as Lok Sabha for | No amendment power

power constitutional amendment.

Election of Elected members of the house | Not part of the Presidential election.

President participate.

Existence An accepted permanent body | Created in a state only when the state
since independence legislature passes a bill in favour of

creating a council.

Even though legislative councils serve certain purposes, the benefits served do not necessarily match
with the cost incurred and hence the majority of states have opted not to have such a council. Still,
the upper house can be considered in states that have high internal diversity to bring more inclusive
and representative governance.

Parliamentary Committee

A Parliamentary Committee is a panel of MPs that is appointed or elected by the House or
nominated by the Speaker/ Chairperson and works under the direction of the Speaker / Chairperson.
There are two types of committees - ad hoc committees, which are constituted temporarily for a
specific purpose, and standing committees which are permanent in nature.
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The standing committees are broadly categorized into 6 types: Financial Committee, Departmental
Standing Committee, Committee to Inquire, Committee to Scrutinize and Control, Committee on
Day to Day Administration and Housekeeping Committee.

Parliamentary Financial Committees

The financial committees of the Parliament constitute the Public Accounts Committee, Estimates
Committee and Committee on Public Undertakings. These committees play a crucial role in the
scrutiny and oversight of financial matters, including budgetary allocation, taxation and government
spending.

v" Public Account Committee: The body is responsible for examining the Appropriation report
and Finance report of the CAG which highlights the financial irregularities and mismanagement.
They ensure accountability in public spending and recommend corrective measures to rectify
discrepancies.

V" Estimates committee: The committee is responsible for examining the budgetary proposals of the
government and assessing the economic effectiveness of the programmes. Its recommendations
contribute to efficient utilization of the resources of the budget.

v Committee on Public Undertakings: The body is responsible for examining the financial
management of PSUs and enterprises owned or controlled by the government thus ensuring
financial viability of public enterprises.

Department Related Standing Committees

There are 24 department related standing committees, each comprising 31 members and associated
with a particular ministry. Out of the 24 committees, 8 work under the Rajya Sabha and 16 work
under Lok Sabha. The following are the functions of the committee

v Demand for grant: Consider the demand for grants of the concerned ministry/department
before they are voted in the Lok Sabha. Its report shall not suggest any cut motion.

v" Bills: Examine bills associated with the concerned ministry.

V" Reports: Consider the annual report of the ministry

Significance of Parliamentary Committees

v" In depth examination of policies: The scrutinization of the committee facilitates detailed
examination and review of complex provisions, thus giving better clarity on the nature of the bill.

e Example: The demand for grants of various ministries are scrutinized by the Department
related standing committee, which aids in efficient budget discussions.

v" Enhance the quality of bill: The discussions in the committee would bring diverse perspectives
which can make the provisions of the bill more inclusive and acceptable.

o Example: The scrutiny offered by the Select Committee of Rajya Sabha enhanced the quality
of the GST bill.

v" Bipartisan partnership: Parliamentary committees offer a space for opposition members to
contribute towards policy making. It also allows ruling party members to question and correct
the policies put forth by the government.
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o Example: The Public Accounts Committee is chaired by an opposition member which indicates
collective bipartisan functioning.

Prevent hasty decision making: The referral to committees ensures that the government is not
hastily passing the bill without accommodating criticism.

Expertise and specialization: A committee can bring together experts in various fields to provide
insight and recommendations for legislation.

e Example: The Standing Committee on Health can include legislators who have specialized
knowledge in health which ensures effective deliberation.

Reduce the workload for the legislature: The legislature meets for a limited number of days
and finds it difficult to scrutinize every bill put forth by the government. This shortage of time
can be balanced by an efficient functioning Parliamentary committee.

e Example: In the 15th Lok Sabha, 71% of the bills were referred to the Parliamentary committee
showing their crucial role in policy formulation.

Focus on Financial Committees

v

Facilitate fiscal prudence: The committee recommends methods by which the effectiveness of
the spending can be increased, thus improving the financial discipline.

e Example: Recommendations of the Estimates committee can make policies of budget more
fiscally prudent.

Oversight over government expense: The security, though post-mortem in nature, ensures that
government actions are not passing unchecked which reduces corruption.

e Example: The Committee on Public Undertakings ensures the monitoring of expenses made
by PSU and checks the misuse of funds.

Assessment of the government policies: The financial management of each project is an
indication of the project implementation effectiveness and hence can be used to assess the
government.

e Example: The CAG report of Appropriation account and financial account gets scrutinized
by the Public Account Committee, which ensures effective oversight over public policies.

Ensure accountability: The committee reports are effective guides for the Parliament and public
to hold the government accountable for its fiscal policies.

Facilitate effective distribution of public resources: The committee looks through government
programmes to ensure the distribution of financial resources is more equitable and meets the
demand of the people.

Weakness of Financial Committees

v

Limited number of referrals: The bills being referred to committees has drastically reduced
over the years.

e Example: Only 25% of the bills were referred to committee in the 16th Lok Sabha which was
71% in the 15th Lok Sabha.
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v" Non-binding recommendations: The government may choose not to implement the suggestions
as these are not legally binding which affects the utility of such recommendations.

o Example: The estimates committee suggests economic policies in public expenditure, but this
is not binding in nature.

V" Lack of adequate resources: There exists scarcity in terms of human expertise and financial
resources. This can reduce the scope of effective in depth analysis.

o Example: Petitions committee has a lot of work pending before the body due to lack of adequate
resources at their disposal.

V" Political partisanship: Though the committees are bipartisan in theory, some committees can
become politicized. This can affect the objectivity and thoroughness of the review.

V" Delay in report submission: Lack of frequent meetings and limited availability of data hinders
timely submission of reports which causes delays in policy making.

o Example: There was delay in the submission of a report on the Personal Data Protection Bill
introduced in Lok Sabha in 2019.

V" Post mortem analysis: At many times the committees are just analysing the actions and policies
of the government which already took place and hence cannot prevent their occurrence.

e Example: Public Accounts Committee, one of the most prominent committees, analyses the
CAG report on government expenditure on a post mortem basis.

v" Underutilization of expertise: The committee may not be constituted to incorporate the best
experts which can bring down the potential of the committee.

e Example: Bills which are more oriented towards foreign policies, science and technology etc.
must incorporate more experts in the panel.

Parliamentary committees should be made more relevant by ensuring that all significant bills pass
through them. More involvement of experts with adequate data support systems can improve the
quality of reports and also bridge the delay. Transparency of the unit must be maintained to ensure
bipartisan performance and measures should be brought to give more tooth to their recommendations.

Parliamentary Privileges

Parliamentary privileges are the rights and immunities enjoyed by members of Parliament which
enable them to discharge their duties without interference. Articles 105 and 194 mandate that the
MPs and MLAs shall not be liable to any proceedings in any court in respect of anything said or any
vote given by him in the Parliament, Legislature or any committees. Apart from these provisions,
privileges are also sourced from parliamentary conventions, legislations, rules of the house and
judicial interpretations.

v" Individual privileges

e Members cannot be arrested during the session of the Parliament 40 days before the beginning
and 40 days after the end of a session.

e Members have freedom of speech in Parliament and no member is liable to any proceedings
in any court.

* They are exempted from jury service when Parliament is in session.
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v Collective privileges
* Right to publish its reports, debates and proceedings.
 Rights to make rules to regulate its own procedures.
¢ Right to exclude strangers from the proceedings.

* No person can be arrested without the permission of the presiding officer.

Need to have Parliamentary Privileges

Protect
sovereignty of
Parliament

Deter}'ence Significance of Freedom of
against Par]j_amentary debate and
contemptuous I discussions
behaviour pn“leges R

Facilitate
effective
scrutinization
of executive.

Concerns associated with Parliamentary Privileges

v" Misuse for defamation: Instances where parliamentarians have used their privileges to make

defamatory statements against individuals without facing any legal consequences.

e Example: In 2018, a defamatory statement was used against Modi by Shashi Tharoor which

also hurt the sentiments of Shiva devotees.

V" Against the principle of equality: Offering certain privileges to the lawmakers while denying

those to common citizens is a violation of Article 14.

V" Protection from criminal prosecution: Parliamentary privileges are being used to evade criminal

prosecution or delay legal proceedings.

e Example: Several MPs facing serious criminal charges (corruption, money laundering, hate

speech) continue to participate in parliamentary proceedings.

V" Lack of clarity: These privileges are not well codified and this ambiguity associated with the

provision leads to varying interpretations and potential misuse.
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e Example: The Supreme Court in Raja Ram Pal v. Speaker (2007) held that parliamentary
privileges are subject to judicial review, highlighting the lack of clarity in their scope.

v" Misuse of hate speech: Many comments made by the legislators under the protection of privileges
have the potential to incite violence, social tension etc.

e Example: Communal remarks made by BJP MP Ramesh Bidhuri against BSP MP Danish Ali
inside the Lok Sabha (2023).

V" Influence on media and public opinion: Making sensational statements to catch media attention
without fearing prosecution for these comments.

e Example: Sensational claims made during debates on Manipur violence (2023) and electoral
bonds (2024) primarily aimed at shaping media narratives.

There is an urgent requirement to codify these privileges to bring more clarity in its usage which
could prevent its misuse for defamatory remarks and hate speech. The privileges should not offer
cover for criminals and those which unsettle the social order of the nation.

Concept of Collective Responsibility & Collective Accountability

Collective responsibility means that the Council of Ministers, including the Prime Minister works
as a single unit. They implement government policies collectively. While individual ministers are
responsible for their respective ministries, the entire council of ministers is collectively responsible
for the government’s actions.

Collective accountability means that the entire government is accountable to the public and the
legislature in a collective manner. When the legislature loses trust in the government, the entire
council of ministers must resign.

Significance of Collective Responsibility and Collective Accountability in Indian polity

v" Ensure government stability: Collective responsibility ensures that internal dissensions are
minimized which ensures stable governance.

e Example: Criticisms against 1991 financial reforms were dealt with by a unified approach by
the Council of Ministers which prevented the government from falling.

V" Facilitate cohesive decision-making: Holding every minister accountable for government actions
ensures they cooperate and work as a single cohesive unit, resulting in efficient governance.

o Example: Despite stiff opposition the GST reforms worked out well due to collective effort
of the entire government.

v/ Maintain party discipline: Adhering to policies of the government can reduce power struggles
within the ruling party which can reduce instances of defection.

v Government credibility: A responsible and accountable government would be a legitimate
authority with their policies being more credible to the public.

v Democratic oversight: Accountability provision ensures democratic oversight by allowing the
opposition and parliamentary committees to hold the government accountable and prevent
misuse of power.
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o Example: Present NDA government which commands a huge numerical advantage has the
potential to misuse its power unless balanced by the opposition in holding them accountable
for their policies.

Though this aspect of collective responsibility inhibits individualism and reduces the scope of
constructive criticism, the concept is very much relevant for the smooth functioning of government
as a whole.

Ordinance Making power of President and Governor

Articles 123 and 213 deal with the ordinance-making power of the President and the Governor
when the respective legislatures are not in session. This executive power is to be used to deal with
unforeseen or urgent situations that demand immediate response from the government. These
ordinances have the same power as legislation but are of temporary nature.

Features of ordinance

V" Absence of legislative body: An ordinance should be enacted only when either of the legislative
bodies is not in session It cannot be used as a parallel to legislation.

V" Subjects: The ordinance can only be passed over matters which are under the authority of
Parliament or respective legislature. It cannot be used to revoke a fundamental right.

v" Duration: The ordinance remains valid only for 6 weeks after the reassembly of the house within
which the house shall decide upon the matter discussed in the ordinance.

v" Reason for promulgation: An ordinance shall be invoked if the President is convinced that
circumstances exist that necessitate immediate action from his part.

V" Discretion: Ordinance making power is not discretionary in nature. The President and Governor
can only make such a move with the aid and advice of the council of ministers.

Concerns regarding ordinance making power

V" Increased frequency in usage: The provision was meant to be an emergency measure but has
been misused to bypass the legislature which results in a high ordinance usage rate.

e Example: Between 1990 and 2000, around 196 ordinances were issued at the central level.

v" Label as colourable legislation: Ordinance has turned out as a tool to achieve some goal which
is difficult through the executive route and hence implemented through a shortcut for a short
period of time.

v Repromulgation of ordinance: Once an ordinance expires, the same will be re-promulgated
again without making a legislation upon the same to avoid discussions and criticism.

e Example: An ordinance related to land reforms in Bihar got re-promulgated and was in
existence for nearly 7 years.

V" Lack of deliberation: The invocation of ordinance in a hasty manner denies opportunity to have
a discussion on the matter and to analyse their impact on the public.

o Example: The passage of Land Acquisition Ordinance in 2015 which favoured corporate
interest escaped Parliamentary deliberation.
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Question separation of power: Ordinance has been labelled as a sign of interference of executive
into the shoes of legislature and hence is a case of overstepping authority.

e Example: The Securities Law Amendment ordinance was promulgated three times. This
questions the relevance of Parliament in passing legislation.

Impact on federal structure: This happens when the governor promulgates ordinances that go
against the state interest leading to conflicts between governor and state.

Concentration of power: Ordinance offers more power to the elite leaders of the ruling
government and enables them to garner more influence in policy making.

e Example: Increased usage of ordinances during Indira Gandhi’s rule indicates efforts to
consolidate power.

Way Forward

v

Strengthening Legislative Scrutiny: Ordinances should be rigorously debated in Parliament or
State Legislatures when they reconvene.

e Example: Parliamentary committees can review their necessity and impact on governance.

Establishing Clear Judicial Guidelines: The Supreme Court should define strict guidelines for
ordinance-making to prevent misuse.

Limiting Re-promulgation of Ordinances: Re-promulgation should be strictly regulated,
ensuring the executive does not use it to bypass legislative approval.

e Example: The Supreme Court's ruling in Krishna Kumar Singh v. State of Bihar (2017)
highlighted this issue and emphasized parliamentary oversight.

Public Consultation for Transparency: A structured consultation process before issuing
ordinances can ensure greater accountability.

Strengthening Democratic Processes: Encouraging debate and discussion within the legislature
can reduce over-reliance on ordinances.

o Example: Strengthening parliamentary committees can ensure better scrutiny of urgent policy
measures.

Legal and Constitutional Reforms: Amending the Constitution or legal framework to clearly
define circumstances for ordinance promulgation can prevent misuse.

Judicial observations

v RC Cooper case, 1970: The President’s decision on an ordinance can be challenged on the
ground that the ordinance does not need prompt action or it was meant to avoid debates
in the Parliament.

v DC Wadhwa case, 1987: The continuous promulgation of Ordinance with the same wording
without any attempt to pass the bill is unconstitutional and such an ordinance will be
invalidated.

v" Krishna Kumar case, 2017: The authority to issue ordinance is not an absolute entrustment
but is conditional upon the circumstances which necessitates to take immediate actions
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Thus, ordinance route is an effective measure to handle contingency which got exemplified during
the COVID times when the legislatures failed to hold sessions. But increased frequency of usage with
the mere objective of bypassing deliberation shall not be tolerated. Effective checks shall be made to
ensure the powers of the legislature are kept intact to preserve India’s democracy.

Vice President

The office of Vice President is the second highest constitutional office after the President of India
and is also the ex officio chairperson of the Rajya Sabha. The vice president is elected indirectly by
members of an electoral college consisting of members of both houses of the Parliament by a system
of proportional representation using single transferable votes.

Powers of the office of Vice President

Presides over
Rajya Sabha

Takes over
President’s
office on his
absence

Casling vote
in Rajya
Sabha

Powers of Vice
President

Commiltee
formation and
chair of
commiltees and
miversities

Criticisms regarding the office of Vice President

v" Ceremonial nature of the office: The Vice President’s office has limited powers and lacks
substantial authority which questions the relevance of the office.

e Example: The Indian Vice President is not part of the cabinet and hence has limited decision-

making power. While in the USA, the Vice President is often part of the cabinet and has an
active advisory role.

Not a successor to the President: The Vice President can only be a President when the President

is absent and during vacancy can hold the office for a maximum of 6 months, within which a
new President shall be elected.
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o Example: While the Vice President in India can only occupy the President’s office for 6 months,
the Vice President of the USA serves as the President for the remaining term during events
of vacancy.

Lack of discretionary powers: The President has certain discretionary powers which empower
the office while no such powers are given to the Vice President.

Political partisanship: Since the Vice President also represents a political party, it’s very difficult
for him to stay politically neutral.

e Example: The Vice President can be removed by a party dominating both the houses and
hence can affect the independent role of the office.

Not a member of the house: Since the Vice President is not a member of the Parliament, he
cannot vote in the Rajya Sabha when a motion is pending for his removal. The person also cannot
head a joint committee as he is not a member of the house.

Lack of accountability: The election to the post is indirect which reduces the public connection
with the Vice President. The absence of direct elections reduces the legitimacy and power of the
office in a democracy like India.

e Example: US Vice President is directly elected by the people, and this gives the office more
power, prestige and legitimacy.

Thus, the office of Vice President has limited powers, but it must be looked at from the point of view
that India has a Parliamentary system where the Council of Ministers headed by the Prime Minister
is the real decision-making authority. The limited powers of the Vice President when compared to
the counterparts in nations like the USA is a reflection of divergence in the political system adopted
by different nations and this in no way lowers India’s administrative capability.

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS (PYQs)

1

. Indian Constitution has conferred the amending power on the ordinary legislative institutions

with a few procedural hurdles. In view of this statement, examine the procedural and substantive
limitations on the amending power of the Parliament to change the Constitution. (2025)

. Discuss the nature of Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly after the Jammu and Kashmir

Reorganization Act, 2019. Briefly describe the powers and functions of the Assembly of the
Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. (2025)

. “The growth of cabinet system has practically resulted in the marginalisation of the parliamentary

supremacy:” Elucidate. (2024)

. Compare and contrast the British and Indian approaches to Parliamentary sovereignty. (2024)

. Explain the structure of the Parliamentary Committee system. How far have the financial

committees helped in the institutionalisation of Indian Parliament? (2023)
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6.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Discuss the essential conditions for the exercise of the legislative powers by the Governor.
Discuss the legality of the re- promulgation of ordinances by the Governor without placing them
before the Legislature. (2022)

. Discuss the role of the Vice —Presidents of India as the chairman of the Rajya Sabha. (2022)

. Explain the constitutional provisions under which Legislative Councils are established. Review

the working and current status of Legislative Councils with suitable illustrations. (2021)

. Do Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committees keep the administration on its toes

and inspire reverence for parliamentary control? Evaluate the working of such committees with
suitable examples. (2021)

To what extent, in your view, the Parliament is able to ensure accountability of the executive in
India? (2021)

‘Once a Speaker, Always a Speaker’! Do you think this practice should be adopted to impart
objectivity to the office of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha? What could be its implications for the
robust functioning of parliamentary business in India? (2020)

Rajya Sabha has been transformed from a ‘useless stepney tyre’ to the most useful supporting
organ in past few decades. Highlight the factors as well as the areas in which this transformation
could be visible. (2020)

Individual Parliamentarian’s role as the national lawmaker is on a decline, which in turn, has
adversely impacted the quality of debates and their outcome. Discuss (2019)

“The Attorney-General is the chief legal adviser and lawyer of the Government of India.”
Discuss (2019)

Why do you think the committees are considered to be useful for parliamentary work? Discuss,
in this context, the role or the Estimates Committee. (2018)

The Indian Constitution has provisions for holding joint sessions of the two houses of the
Parliament. Enumerate the occasions when this would normally happen and also the occasions
when it cannot, with reasons thereof. (2016)

Scan QR code For
Solved Mains PYQs
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North East Insurgency

Northeast India (NEI) today comprises eight states of India: Sikkim and the “seven sister states”
of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh (ALP), Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura and Meghalaya. NEI is
bounded by the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR), Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar and Bangladesh. NEI
has been witnessing insurgency since the 1950s.

ASSAM

REBELS WITHOUTA CAUSE

Since 1997, over 11,000 guerrillas

have been housed in 63 designated
camps in Assam, Nagaland,
Manipur and Meghalaya

Guerrilla groups
Inceasefire | §

Designated camps | 31
Militants in camps

Over 5,000

NAGALAND

Guerrilla groups
Inceasefire | 4
Designated camps | 14
Militants in camps
Over 5,000

MANIPUR

Guerrilla groups
Inceasefire | 21
Designated camps | 12
Militants in camps
1,800

MEGHALAYA

Guerrilla grou

In ceasefire |
Designatedcamps | 6
Militants incamps | 156

Myanmar

Historical Background of the North-East

Pre-Independence
Era

v" Tribal Dominance: During the British era, tribal groups constituted
the majority of the population in the North-East region, and the British
generally refrained from interfering in their affairs.

v" Special Administrative Status: The British granted these areas special
administrative status, preserving their socio-political structure and
deliberately excluding outsiders from their communities.

v" Isolation and Low Participation: Christian missionaries introduced

modern ideas, isolating the North-East from India, and reducing
national participation.




4.20

Internal Security

Post-Independence and resentment.
Era

v"  Post-Independence Challenge: India had the task of unifying princely
states, including the North-East, after gaining independence in 1947.

v" Resentment towards Integration: The efforts to integrate North-East's
diverse cultures into the national mainstream often faced resistance

v" Emergence of Insurgencies: The Naga Hills saw the beginning
of insurgencies with the Naga National Council (NNC) declaring
independence in 1947, leading to prolonged unrest.

V" Fear of Identity Loss: Tribals in the Northeast feared losing their unique
identity amidst integration efforts.

State-wise insurgency issues in North East India

v

Assam

1979: The United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) formed in 1979, demanding an
independent Assam or greater autonomy for the state.

1993: The First Bodo Accord was signed with the All Bodo Students Union (ABSU) with
limited political power.

2003: Bodo Territorial Region Accord agreement was signed, leading to the creation of the
Bodoland Territorial Council in Assam.

2011: The pro-talks faction of ULFA signed a Memorandum of Settlement with the Indian
government, leading to some members surrendering arms.

2019: The banned faction of ULFA attacked Upper Assam, killing five people.

2020: Bodo Accord promised more legislative, executive and administrative autonomy under
the Sixth Schedule to Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC).

2023: Tripartite Peace Accord was signed between the ULFA, Centre, and Assam government,
leading to the group's formal disbandment, effectively ending the state's four-decade-long
organised insurgency.

Manipur

1970s: People’s Liberation Army (PLA) and Revolutionary People’s Front (RPF) were actively
seeking independence or a merger with Myanmar.

2015: The government signed a peace accord with the National Socialist Council of Nagaland
Isak-Muivah (NSCN-IM), a neighbouring state’s insurgent group.

2022-23: Ethnic violence in Manipur between the Meitei people, over granting Scheduled
Tribal Status to the Kuki tribal community from the surrounding hills.

2023: The United National Liberation Front (UNLF), signed a peace agreement between
Government of India and Manipur to abjure violence, marking a tectonic shift in neutralizing
the secessionist movement in the Imphal Valley.
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Nagaland

e 1980s: National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) was formed aim of the organisation
was to establish a sovereign Naga state, “Nagalim”.

e 2015: The government signed a framework agreement Nagaland Peace Accord with the
NSCN-IM to initiate peace talks.

Mizoram

e 1961: Mizo National Front (MNF) was formed initially seeking independence, now focuses
on regional autonomy and Mizo identity protection.

e 1986: The Mizoram Accord was signed between the government and MNE, leading to the
end of the insurgency.

e 2024: Mizoram faces a "Humanitarian-Security”" nexus challenge due to the influx of Chin
refugees from Myanmar, leading to the central suspension of the Free Movement Regime
(FMR) to secure the porous border.

Tripura

* 1990s: National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT) and All Tripura Tiger Force (ATTF)
became active demanding the secession of Tripura to create an independent tribal state.

e 2015: The government signed a peace accord with a faction of NLFT, leading to some members
surrendering arms.

e 2024: Tripartite Peace Accord signed between the Centre, State, NLFT, and ATTE leading to
the surrender of the remaining cadres and officially declaring Tripura insurgency-free.

Meghalaya
® 2009: Garo National Liberation Army (GNLA) formed, seeking a separate Garo state.

e 2018: The GNLA was disbanded after many of its members surrendered and entered into
rehabilitation programs.

Arunachal Pradesh

* 1990s: The only case of indigenous insurgency movement in Arunachal Pradesh was the rise
of the Arunachal Dragon Force (ADF), which seeks to create an independent Sovereign state.

Factors Contributing to Emergence of Insurgency in North East

v

Historical

e Historical grievances: Many of the insurgent groups have roots in issues such as land rights,
cultural identity, and autonomy.

o Example: National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDEB) for separate sovereign Bodoland,
Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) for a separate “Bodo” state & NSCN for Greater Nagaland.

o Ethnicand tribal diversity: Tensions between different ethnic and tribal groups communities
have sometimes led to violent conflicts and demands for separate states or regions.
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Internal Security

o Example: ULFA (United Liberation Front of Assam) Insurgency seeking to establish an
independent state believing that the indigenous Assamese were marginalized and their
identity threatened.

v" Political

Socio-economic factors: Underdevelopment, poverty, lack of infrastructure, and limited access
to basic in the region create a sense of alienation and frustration making them susceptible to
recruitment by insurgent groups.

o Example: Mizoram Insurgency due to perceived economic and political marginalization.

Governance: Political manipulation, corruption, and mismanagement have exacerbated
tensions in the region. Some insurgent groups have taken advantage of the political climate
to advance their agendas.

o Example: The Naga insurgency has its roots in historical grievances and demands for
autonomy by the Naga people.

Inter-state border disputes: It has affected the northeast region since the 1960s when states like
Nagaland, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram were created from undivided Assam.

Sense of Isolation, Deprivation and Exploitation: Distance from New Delhi and meagre
representation in the Lok Sabha has led to more disillusionment in the dialogue process,
thereby making the call of the gun more attractive.

o Example: Several religious and linguistic minority groups were also opposing the NRC as
discriminatory and undemocratic.

Militarization: Incidents of violence and human rights abuses by both insurgents and security
forces have fuelled the cycle of violence.

o Example: The use of force and the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) furthered
the feeling of alienation of the Naga people, solidifying Naga nationalism.

v'  External Factors

Foreign influence: Foreign nations support certain insurgents for their strategic regional gains
with training, funding, and weaponry.

o Example: Bangladesh and Myanmar have provided tacit or open support to insurgent
groups such as ULFA, National Socialist Council of Nagaland Isak-Muivah NSCN (IM),
NSCN - Khaplang (K), etc.

Border issues: The region shares international borders which resulted in porous borders, illegal
migration, and cross-border movements, making it a challenge to maintain control and security.

o Example: The influx of refugees from now Bangladesh into Assam led to a dramatic change
in the demographic landscape of the region.

Drug trafficking and arms smuggling: The region’s geography and political instability have

made it a hotspot for illegal activities, including drug trafficking and arms smuggling and

provide funding and resources to insurgent groups.
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o Example: The proximity to the Golden Triangle leads to the smuggling of drugs in the
region.

Impact of North East Insurgency

v

Loss of Human Lives: Armed conflicts, clashes between insurgent groups, and encounters with
security forces have led to a considerable death toll in the region.

e Example: In Manipur, the insurgency has been particularly intense, and it has resulted in
numerous casualties over the years.

Displacement and Refugee Crisis: Insurgency has caused mass displacements of civilians from
their homes, leading to internal displacement and refugee crises.

e Example: In Assam, the Bodo insurgency has caused significant displacement of people from
their villages, leading to refugee-like situations.

Impact on Development: The presence of armed conflict and security challenges hinder
investments, infrastructure development, and economic progress.

e Example: In Nagaland, the prolonged Naga insurgency has impeded the region’s economic
growth and infrastructure development.

Social Divisions and Strains: Insurgency has caused ethnic tensions and clashes between different
groups have created societal fissures.

e Example: In Tripura, clashes between tribal and non-tribal communities have led to social
tensions and violence.

Disruption of Education and Healthcare: The ongoing insurgency has disrupted education
and healthcare services in the affected areas, leading to a lack of access to quality education and
medical facilities.

o Example: In parts of Mizoram, the insurgency has negatively impacted the education system,
leading to lower literacy rates in some areas.

Human Rights Violations: There have been allegations of human rights violations by security
forces in dealing with insurgency, leading to further tensions and human rights concerns.

e Example: In Manipur, security forces have faced criticism for alleged extrajudicial killings and
human rights abuses during operations.

Impact on Trade and Economy: The insurgency has also affected cross-border trade and
economic ties with neighbouring countries, impacting the region’s economic potential.

e Example: Insurgency in Arunachal Pradesh has had implications on trade and connectivity
with neighbouring countries like China and Myanmar.
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Role of Ethnic/Cultural Diversity in Influencing North East Insurgency

The region is known for its rich ethnic and cultural

diversity, with various indigenous communities
having unique identities, languages, and customs.
The strong attachment to their cultural heritage
has led to a sense of collective identity among these
communities, and they often perceive themselves as
distinct from the mainstream Indian culture.

v

Naga Insurgency: The Naga people in Nagaland
have a strong sense of identity and have been
demanding a separate Naga homeland, which
they believe will protect their distinct culture
and way of life.

Assam Insurgency: In Assam, various insurgent
groups have emerged, with some representing
the grievances of different ethnic communities

e Example: ULFA (United Liberation Front of
Assam), seeking to protect Assamese identity
and oppose perceived cultural assimilation.

Manipur Insurgency: Manipur is home to
several ethnic groups, and some of the insurgent
movements there have roots in demands for

‘GREATER NAGALIM', AS THE NSCN (IM) ORIGINALLY SOUGHT

ARLINACHAL PRADESH

MYANMAR

p

preserving their cultural autonomy and territorial integrity.

Mizoram Insurgency: The Mizos in Mizoram also experienced a long-running insurgency,
which led to the formation of the Mizo National Front (MNF), demanding a separate state to

safeguard their cultural distinctiveness.

Preserving cultural identity is crucial in tackling North-east insurgency. A lasting resolution

requires addressing diverse ethnic communities’ aspirations and concerns while promoting peace
and development.

Role of Identity Politics in Influencing North East Insurgency

V" Assertion of Ethnic Identity: Insurgent groups in the North East often represent the interests of
specific ethnic or tribal communities. They seek to protect and promote the cultural, linguistic,
and traditional practices of their respective communities.

o Example: Formation of Naga National Council (NNC) to protect the distinct Naga cultural

and political identity.

Demand for Autonomy: Identity politics has fuelled demands for greater autonomy or even
separate states for certain ethnic groups. These demands are driven by the desire to have more
control over their affairs and protect their cultural heritage.
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e Example: United Liberation Front of Assam demanded the establishment of an independent
sovereign Assam.

v Manipulation by External Actors: External actors may exploit identity-based grievances to
further their interests which include support from foreign intelligence agencies or extremist
groups, adding complexity to the insurgency.

o Example: Groups like the United Liberation Front of Asom-Independent (ULFA-I) have been
alleged to have bases in Myanmar.

V" Alienation from National Identity: Identity politics can lead to a sense of alienation from the
broader national identity, with some communities feeling disconnected from the larger Indian
identity.

V" Inter-tribal Conflicts: Identity politics can also lead to inter-tribal conflicts as different
communities compete for resources, territory, and political power.

Tackling identity politics in the insurgency necessitates a sensitive and comprehensive approach,
acknowledging diverse cultural identities, ensuring political representation, and developing sensitivity.

Steps taken by Government to Control Insurgency

According to the 2025 MHA report, insurgency incidents have declined by 71% since 2014; however,
the 2023-25 period witnessed a localized spike in fatalities due to the Manipur ethnic conflict,
necessitating a recalibration of the "Buffer Zone" security doctrine.

v Administrative Arrangements

¢ Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER): It is responsible for the matters
relating to the planning, execution and monitoring of development schemes and projects in
the North Eastern Region.

o Constitutional provision: Article 244 of the Indian Constitution deals with the administration
of scheduled areas and scheduled tribal regions.

e Autonomous Administrative Areas and Sixth Schedule: These provisions have satiated the
demand for autonomy and helped in preserving their distinct cultures and customs, thereby
resolving grievances.

o For example: various autonomous districts have been created to contain the demands of
various ethnic groups like Karbi Anglong, Khasi hill district, Chakma district etc.

v" Policy measures

¢ India’s Act East Policy and Look East Policy: Fostering economic cooperation, cultural ties,
and strategic relations in the Indo-Pacific for the North-eastern Region’s growth.

o Example: Trilateral Highway Project connecting the North East with Myanmar and
Thailand.

o Inner Line Permit (ILP): It is an official travel document issued by the state government
concerned to allow inward travel of an Indian citizen into a protected area for a limited period.
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o Example: Restrictions are imposed on the entry of outsiders to maintain the original identity
of indigenous people of Mizoram, Nagaland, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh

Peace Agreements: To bring peace and stability to the region by resolving the longstanding
insurgency issues and to address the demands and grievances of the groups.

o Example: Peace agreements have been signed with various insurgent groups, such as the
Mizo Peace Accord and the Bodo Peace Accord.

v" Developmental measures

Livelihood: Provides financial and technical support to local communities for sustainable
agriculture, rural enterprises, and skill development.

o Example: North East Rural Livelihood Project (NERLP) improve rural livelihood
opportunities and reduce poverty in the region.

Industrial development: The North East Industrial Development Scheme (NEIDS) provides
financial incentives and subsidies to industries and businesses to set up operations in the region.

o Example: Mission Purvodaya aim to achieve National Steel Policy’s envisioned capacity of
300 million tonnes per annum (MTPA) by 2030.

Skill Development Initiatives: Aim to enhance the employability of the youth in the region
and provide them with better job opportunities.

o Example: Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) programs are conducted to
impart vocational training and enhance technical capabilities.

Education and Health Initiatives: The government has undertaken initiatives to build schools,
colleges, hospitals, and healthcare centres.

o Example: North Eastern Council (NEC) Schemes fund various schemes covering sectors
like education, healthcare, tourism, and infrastructure development.

Tourism Promotion: The government has been promoting tourism in the North East by
developing tourist infrastructure and marketing the region’s unique attractions.

o Example: The National Museum is celebrating the rich heritage of North East India titled
#DestinatioNorthEastIndia.

Special Economic Zones (SEZs): To attract investments and create employment opportunities
in the region to encourage industrial growth and export-oriented businesses.

v" Infrastructural Measures

Connectivity: To improve connectivity within the region and with the rest of India government

has undertaken projects to construct roads, bridges, and railway lines to enhance transportation
links.

o Example: Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Project is a massive connectivity project to connect
the Haldia port to Mizoram through Myanmar.

Infrastructure: The North East Special Infrastructure Development Scheme (NESIDS) aims
to bridge the infrastructure gap and promote balanced development in the North East region.
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o Example: PM-DevINE is aimed at rapid and holistic development of the North-East Region
by funding infrastructure and social development projects, based on the felt needs of the
States.

v Security Measures

e Border Area Development Programme (BADP): Aim to address the special needs of areas
near international borders and promote socio-economic development.

o Example: Government has decided to develop 61 model villages under the Border Area
Development Programme.

e International Cooperation: India collaborates with neighbouring countries to address cross-
border issues and prevent safe havens for insurgent groups.

o Example: India and Myanmar have launched Operation Sunrise; the strategy is aimed at
hitting militant groups that are impacting both India and Myanmar.

e Deployment of Security Forces: The government has deployed various security forces to
combat insurgency and maintain law and order in the region.

o Examples: Indian Army, paramilitary forces like the Assam Rifles, and state police.

e Border Fencing and Checkpoints: The government has strengthened border fencing and
established checkpoints to monitor movement along the borders and prevent illegal activities.

o Examples: In 2024, the Centre suspended the Free Movement Regime (FMR) and initiated
smart-fencing project along the Indo-Myanmar border to curb the influx of illegal migrants.

v Counter Insurgency Steps

e Operation All Clear: The Indian Army conducted the operation to flush out ULFA (United
Liberation Front of Assam) militants from their strongholds in Bhutan.

e Operation Bajrang: It was carried out in Nagaland to counter the activities of various Naga
insurgent groups and neutralize militants.

e Operation Rhino: It was launched by the Indian Army in the early 1990s to crack down on
ULFA and other insurgent groups in Assam.

v" Perception Management Measures

¢ Social Media and Online Engagement: Utilize social media platforms and online channels
to engage with the public and respond to concerns.

o Example: Government highlights successful reintegration of former insurgents through
documentaries, TV programs, and social media campaigns

e Surrender and Rehabilitation Policies: The government has introduced surrender and
rehabilitation policies to encourage insurgents to lay down their arms and reintegrate into
mainstream society.

o Example: The “Scheme for Surrender-Cum-Rehabilitation of Militants in the North East”

o Cultural and Educational Exchange Programs: They are organized to promote cross-cultural
understanding and foster a sense of national unity among different communities.
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o Example: Student exchange programs are arranged between schools in the North East and
other parts of India, to learn about each other’s cultures and traditions.

The national and state governments’ persistent efforts have reduced alienation, leading to relative
peace in the region, and enabling effective policy implementation. Continued focus on the North
East is vital to consolidate these gains.

Way forward
v"  Governance related

e Transparent and Accountability: Establishing transparent and credible communication
channels is essential to gain the trust of the local population.

o Example: Government authorities, security forces, and other relevant agencies should
communicate openly about their actions, and objectives in countering the insurgency.

e Decentralization of Power: Devolve more power and decision-making authority to local
and regional authorities, empowering them to address the specific needs and concerns of the
communities they represent.

e Capacity Building and Sensitization: Efforts can be made to build the capacity of security
forces and government officials to handle conflict situations with sensitivity and respect for
human rights.

o Example: Conducting training programs for security forces to sensitize them to the cultural
and social nuances of the region.

o Continued Efforts by Civil Society: Despite peace talks progress, civil society should persist
in fostering reconciliation with insurgent groups, ensuring honourable exits for leaders and
benefiting all parties involved.

e Women Empowerment: Promote women’s empowerment through skill training, education,
and initiatives that enhance their participation in the workforce and decision-making processes.

o Example: Supporting women’s self-help groups that engage in income-generating activities,
empowering women economically and socially.

v" Political

e Human Rights Protection: Ensure the protection of human rights and adherence to the rule
of law by security forces and government authorities to build trust among the local population.

o Peace Accords and Agreements: Negotiate and implement peace accords and agreements
with insurgent groups to bring about a lasting resolution to the conflicts.

o Example: Like Naga Peace Talks which aim to address the historical grievances and
aspirations of the Naga people.

¢ Cross-Border Cooperation: Collaborate with neighbouring countries to address cross-border
security challenges and prevent the movement of insurgents and illicit arms.

o Example: The Border Area Development Program focuses on providing integrated
development in areas located near international borders.
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e Constitutional Reforms: Consider necessary constitutional reforms to accommodate the
unique cultural, social, and historical aspects of the North East region.

o Example: Special Category Status which provides special financial assistance and benefits
to promote development.

v Developmental

¢ Economic Development Initiatives: Implement targeted economic development programs
in the region to create employment opportunities, reduce disparities, and alleviate socio-
economic grievances.

o Example: Northeast Venture Capital Fund for boosting the start-up ecosystem and creating
employment opportunities for the youth.

e Infrastructural development: Enhance communication and connectivity, infrastructure
improvement for better integration of the region with the mainland.

e Sustainable Livelihood Initiatives: Introduce sustainable livelihood programs, such as eco-
tourism, handloom and handicrafts promotion, and sustainable forest management, to create
alternative income sources for communities.

o Example: National Bamboo Mission envisages promoting holistic growth of the bamboo
sector by adopting an area-based, regionally differentiated strategy.

V' Security

e Intelligence Gathering and Sharing: Enhance intelligence gathering to monitor insurgent
activities and efficiently share information among agencies for pre-emptive responses.

* Border Surveillance and Control: Enhance border surveillance along the international borders
to prevent infiltration of insurgents and illegal movement of arms and resources.

o Example: Setting up mobile checkposts and vigilance grids in sensitive areas to monitor
and control the movement of insurgents.

e Inter-Agency Coordination: Improve coordination and cooperation between various security
agencies, paramilitary forces, and intelligence agencies to optimize resources and intelligence sharing.

o Example: A Unified Command Structure to improve coordination between the armed
forces, state police, and intelligence agencies in counterinsurgency operations.

e Technology and Surveillance: Utilize modern technology to improve surveillance and
response capabilities in remote and inaccessible areas.

o Example: Utilizing drones, satellite imagery, and communication systems.

The fruit of development along with winning the trust and building the confidence of the people
of the North-East is key to bringing peace, and prosperity to the region.

National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam

The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is a document containing the names of all Indian citizens of
Assam. It was prepared in 1951, following the census of 1951 and was updated recently for Assam. The
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purpose of the NRC update is to identify Indian citizens of Assam, thus leading to the identification
of illegal migrants residing in Assam.

THE CITIZENSHIP CONUNDRUM

After the first National Register for Citizens (NRC) exercise was carried out in 1951, the wheels were set in
motion to update the list in 2005. In 2015, Assam began the task of verifying and updating the NRC list. Out
of current 32.9 million applicants to the list, 4 million potentially stare at being rendered 'stateless’.

After the census of 1951, | 2009 | | May to August 2015
the first NRC list was Assam Public Works, a - Sep 2015
prepared non-governmental m Verification exercise begins
organization, files a writ ; in Assam
petition in the Supreme ~ — 1)
: an 2018
Court for the deletion of First draft of NRC released

May 2005

1ay . ) soon after due to law and 2014
Tripartite meetln_g _chalred order problems SC directs centre to resume
by then Prime Minister 2011 updation of NRC
Manmohan Singh is held Assam government setsup | 2015

among the centre, Assam

illegal migrants’ names
from the voters' lists

in Assam S 3EOIU|ﬂ ;
May 2013 Final draft of NRC
2010 Supreme Court directs released

Pilot project to update NRC
launched in Kamrup and
Barpeta districts, but halted

cabinet sub-committee to

centre to finalize the plan of
action by July 2013

State invites NRC

government and the All

Assam Students’ Union simplify the procedure

application forms from

Need of National Register of Citizens

v

v

v

Ensure People’s Rights: An updated NRC will clear the actual number of illegal migrants in Assam
and will prevent further illegal migration that will ensure the rights of Indian citizens in Assam.

Better policy measures and implementation: It will provide a verified database to implement
targeted policies and calibrated policy measures for the benefit of Assamese, especially tribal people.
e Example: This will weed out fake beneficiaries.

Enhance internal security: It will enhance the internal security of the nation by keeping a check
on illegal migration.

e Example: A verified NRC acts as a primary tool to mitigate "Grey Zone Warfare" and
demographic shifts, neutralizing the use of forged documents by transnational criminals.
Prevent future illegal migration: The publication of the draft NRC has already created a
perception that staying in Assam without valid documentation will attract detention/jail terms

and deportation.

e Example: Publication of an updated NRC is expected to deter future migrants from Bangladesh
from entering Assam illegally.

Reduce fake voting: Strengthening the electoral process by making it harder for illegal migrants
to obtain Indian identity documents.

Concerns Associated with the National Register of Citizens

v

Discrepancies: There are several discrepancies in the final draft of the NRC caused by the
misspelling of names and the inclusion of nicknames instead of actual names. The names of
40.07 lakh applicants did not find a place in the final document.
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v" Law and order problem: The implementation of NRC may lead to serious law and order problems
not just in Assam but also in neighbouring states.

v" Loss of Right to Vote: The right to vote is a constitutional right. People whose names are not in
NRC would be barred from voting. Thus, losing the right to vote.

V" Fake Cases: There have been several cases of people having made fake official identity cards
such as Aadhar, PAN card, ration card and even voter’s identity card. This will legalize their
illegal migration.

V" Loss of Properties: Those left out, whose names are not on the list, will not be able to buy land
or a house in the country. This will increase the selling of benami properties, especially by those
who lose their citizenship.

V" Threat to tribal rights: Indigenous tribes who do not have any pre-1971 documents to prove
their Identity will lose their rights. While all original inhabitants of Assam are to be included,
it is not an easy task.

The claims of those left out in the NRC must be heard carefully and humanely. There is a need for
a robust mechanism of legal support for the four million who have to prove their citizenship to India
with their limited means. Also, all state authorities need to be prudent in their actions so that good
sense prevails and ensures that large-scale humanitarian crises do not erupt.

Manipur violence

In May 2023, ethnic violence broke out in north eastern state of Manipur between the Meitei
community, who live along the Imphal valley, and the Kuki tribes from the surrounding hilly region.
The main driver for the violence was the Manipur High Court’s decision to grant ST status to the
Meitei community

DISTRICTS & PEOPLES — pmiong.
DOMINATED Noney,
Thoubal, Tamenglong
Imphal East,
Imphal West, TECNI-({:?\{T)?JE’I;\L
Kakching, have Kukis, Nagas,
Bishnupur and Meiteis:
KUKI-ZOMI Chandel has more
DOMINATED Kuki-Zomi tribes
Churachandpur, while Tengnoupal
Kangpokpi, more Naga tribes
Pherzawl JIRIBAM has a mix
NAGA of Bengali, Meitei
DOMINATED and Hmar (from
Senapati, the Zomi group)
Ukhrul, populations
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ST status to Meitei community

Arguments in favour Arguments against
v' Historical reason: Meiteis were recognized | v Demographic superiority: The Meiteis
as a tribe before the merger of the state with already have a demographic advantage
the Indian Union. The community wishes to and are better placed to utilize new
restore this status to preserve their tradition opportunities.
and culture. v Erosion of jobs: Meiteis are more
v" Preventing land shrinkage: Meitis have been academically advanced than the Tribals and
kept away from the hills while the Tribals hence providing ST reservation to Meiteis

can buy land in the Imphal valley. The valley will erode the jobs away from the tribe.
constitutes only 10% of Manipur's area and |
occupies 65% population. Further purchase
of land congests Imphal Valley.

Developmental gap: The bulk of Manipur's
budget and development work is focused
on the Meitei-dominated Imphal region.

v Meitei marginalization: The population | ,

Political gap: Meiteis already has political
share of Meitieis has decreased and they fear

superiority over the tribes. Out of the
getting marginalized in their ancestral land. 60 state MLAs. 40 are from the Meitei
v" Reservation in job: The government is the community while only 20 represent tribes.
largest employer in Manipur and the absence |

Reservation already exists: Many of the
of ST status has affected the job prospects of

- Meitei already have benefits due to SC or
Meiteis, OBC or EWS reservations.

Security implication of the riot

V" Growth of militancy: Prolonged unrest could provide fertile ground for militant groups to recruit
more people into their network.

o Example: The unrest could lead to the potential growth of militant groups like the United
National Liberation Front, People’s Liberation Army of Manipur etc.

V" Border vulnerability: The unrest opens space for increased cross-border criminal activities like
smuggling, drug trafficking and illegal arms trade.

o Example: Smuggling of drugs has increased not only in Manipur but also in neighbours like
Mizoram.

v" Internal displacement: The ethnic violence has led to large-scale displacement of people putting
pressure on the neighbouring states and resources.

o Example: After 3 months, around 60000 people were displaced due to violence.

v Strained military-civilian relation: Military efforts to contain the violence often lead to conflict
between both bringing mistrust between locals and armed forces.

e Example: 1500 women blocking the Indian army from releasing a dozen militants of the
Kanglei Yawol Kanna Lup group.
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v" Threaten human security: The gross human rights violations threaten human security.

o Example: After 3 months, about 187 people got killed. Attacks against women have also been
used as a weapon.
V" Disrupt regional security: The violence can create a spillover effect in the neighbouring north
eastern states as many of these tribes are closely related.
V' Strained relation with neighbours: Increased violence, organized crimes and refugee flow affect
India’s relations with Bangladesh and Myanmar.
o Example: Allegations that Kuki from Myanmar has made the unrest more violent will affect
India’s relations with Myanmar.
v Affects economic development: Unrest could deter investment and slow down the economic
development of the region causing large-scale unemployment
o Example: After 2 months of violence, exports from Manipur declined by 80%.
Way forward
Coordinated efforts from the central and state governments are the need of the hour to counter the
spread of violence. The security forces should cooperate with the locals and incorporate them into
anti-militant actions. Ensure coordination with neighbouring states and nations to prevent cross-
border infiltration and smuggling.

Assam Mizoram border dispute
The boundary dispute between Assam and Mizoram has existed since the formation of Mizoram
asa union territory in 1972. Ever since there have been incidents of sporadic violence along the 164.6
km border causing significant security concerns in the region.
Reason for the dispute
The Assam - Mizoram dispute stems from the HISTORY OF
two notifications passed during British rule. The THE DISPUTE
1875 notification differentiated Lushai Hills from
the plains of Cachar while the 1933 notification

ey

demarcated the boundary between Lushai hills and -
Manipur. While Mizoram believes the boundary to s
be demarcated on the 1875 notification and Assam *
follows the 1933 demarcation.
Security implication of the dispute
V" Interstate conflicts: Frequent clashes along
the border generate a sense of mistrust among Three districts of
the states and lead to conflicts between states Mizoram — Aizawl

Kolasib and Mamil —
share about

o Example: A violent clash between Assam 165 km border

. L . h As Cachar, .
and Mizoram police in 2021 resulted in BNVESITE S s
Karimganj and o

several deaths and injuries. Hailakandi districts

on multiple fronts.
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v

Spread of organized crime along borders: Conflicts can make the borders highly vulnerable to
the smuggling of drugs, weapons, counterfeit currency etc.

o Example: Border dispute is one of the reasons for the increasing drug mafia in the states of
Assam and Mizoram.

Diversion of security resources: The need to maintain security along interstate borders diverts
resources from other security challenges.

o Example: Deploying Assam and Mizoram police along the border will reduce the number of
policemen available to maintain law and order in the state.

Ethnic tension: The border areas are inhabited by Tribals and there is a chance that the border
violence can turn into communal violence which can be catastrophic.

Affect regional security: Violence along one border can increase tensions among other borders
also creating regional security crises.

e Example: Assam also has border disputes with Meghalaya and Nagaland which could be
triggered when there is violence along the Mizoram border.

Impact on international relations: Both Assam and Mizoram have borders with Bangladesh.
Conflict between the states can result in migration and increased crime which raises tension
along the Bangladesh border.

Hinder economic development: Conflicts and security concerns deters investment into both
the states thus slowing down the growth of both states.

e Example: Assam’s efforts to block NH 306, which is considered the lifeline of Mizoram, to
bring economic blockade in Mizoram.

Way forward

Assam and Mizoram state governments should work closely to end the dispute rather than

politicizing the issue with the central government playing the role of mediator in addressing the
dispute. Coordinated patrolling should be strengthened to reduce the influence of militant groups
and criminal networks in the region. Local sentiments need to be acknowledged while developing
solutions by ensuring local participation in decision-making.
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS (PYQs)

1) What are the major challenges to internal security and peace process in the North-Eastern States?

Map the various peace accords and agreements initiated by the government in the past decade.
(2025)

2) India has a long and troubled border with China and Pakistan fraught with contentious issues.
Examine the conflicting issues and security challenges along the border. Also give out the
development being undertaken in these areas under the Border Area Development Programme
(BADP) and Border Infrastructure and Management (BIM) Scheme (2024)

3) The cross-border movement of insurgents is only one of the several security challenges facing the
policing of the border in North-East India. Examine the various challenges currently emanating
across the India-Myanmar border. Also, discuss the steps to counter the challenges. (2019)

Scan QR code For
Solved Mains PYQs
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