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I Message from Senior Civil Servant
TKA Nair (IAS) (Retd)
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Jo LoNIMWlaj @RAIR (aldSlaflay MEIW)o @ERHEROBMOOW)0 aBOO (VOERLAIWOYM).
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T. K. A. Nair IAS (Retd)

Former principal secretary and Advisor to the Prime minister of India
Former Chief Secretary of Punjab
Head of Advisory Board, Fortune IAS Academy
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P
TKA Nair, IAS (Retd) felicitating Kasturi Sha who achieved All India Rank 68 in her
first attempt. She was a Prelims cum Mains student at Fortune IAS Academy.
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miloal eald@W2sWeasUlae @rOleal ‘potential” eeamoolw mlolmd Mmoo @B.oly3o
MIAlOMWIe AUIGHIH0 GRAUWDSEH HEOMIW]. "DENOM PO cMIBLLHIM amITd @em3uFleslal
oM AN@IWIEN @RS 236(MIS MWlglM). OO GRORAINGIIMOTILNEM @Il UPSC eadnday;
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QIEM @0.9)N3o BRADWVIo PO alOMEDINY 20G109)@). (Y] &I6MlEnIM @rRAElOREIM Hml uslwies
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€a000236M  Oad.af.odM GRSHIBAVIM oPmlcRINIO2M & DESHIBH  @RRIAISMIT]
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3) GRORANBIIM: CRIGo 239310 MIRO8 MoldWlglIRIe MTEMRBIAS AISHOMIOE MIEBW 80913
MMLe3H. GR/M@ RO S0 ERUMIMSH3MIE). GRO" BeE) Mialod MAQIM ¢20a003200]
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MIWMa0lOW ¢ (BIBEle3m milalad MM’ alelefwins (UPSC) @QInnsidl al@lmalol
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@RAEHIBAHB10S M2Talo POMIM CaldRiFo SYIEOISIOLIMIT L1320 AlIEEIBIE Malleleaim.
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joining. Scan QR to know more
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Is the Civil Service Exam only for IAS/IPS? I

The Civil Services Examination (CSE) is a nationwide competitive examination in India con-

ducted by the Union Public Service Commission for recruitment to various Civil Services of
the Government of India, including the Indian Administrative Service (IAS), Indian Foreign
Service (IFS), Indian Police Service (IPS) and many more. It’s a misnomer that it is called as
the IAS exam since there are many services for which the recruitment is done through the

same exam. The entire list of services is given below:

ALL INDIA SERVICES -

(1) Indian Administrative Service (IAS)
(2) Indian Forest Service (IFoS)

(3) Indian Police Service (IPS)

GROUP ‘A’ SERVICES -

(1) Indian Foreign Service (IFS)

(2) Indian P & T Accounts & Finance Service

(3) Indian Audit and Accounts Service

(4) Indian Revenue Service (Customs and Central Excise)
(5) Indian Defence Accounts Service

(6) Indian Revenue Service (IT)

(7) Indian Ordnance Factories Service

(Assistant Works Manager, Administration)
(8) Indian Postal Service
(9) Indian Civil Accounts Service
(10) Indian Railway Traffic Service
(11) Indian Railway Accounts Service
(12) Indian Railway Personnel Service
(13)  Post of Assistant Security Commissioner in Railway Protection Force
(14) Indian Defence Estates Service
(15) Indian Information Service (Junior Grade)

(16) Indian Trade Service

(17)  Indian Corporate Law Service
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1. Armed Forces Headquarters Civil Service (Sec Officer's Grade)

2. Delhi, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Daman & Diu and Dadra
& Nagar Haveli Civil Service

3. Delhi, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Daman & Diu and Dadra
& Nagar Haveli Police Service
4, Pondicherry Civil Service
5. Pondicherry Police Service
Eligibility - Age Criterion I

Age: Aspirants between 21-32 years in the general category can attempt the exam.
Upper age and lower age limit is calculated based on the cut- off date of Aug 1. This
means if the candidate is appearing for 2026 prelims, he/she should be below/above
the mentioned maximum/minimum limit by Aug 1, 2026. The age restrictions for
each category is mentioned below:

General OBC SC/ST PH
[ Min. Age I 21 I 21 I 21 I 21 }
[ Max. Age I 32 I 35 I 37 I 42 }

Am | eligible to write the
Civil Services Examination?
Scan the QR code to know more.
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Eligibility - Educational Qualifications

Educational qualification: The candidate must have at least a bachelor’s degree from
a recognised university to take the UPSC exam.

Even those candidates who have written the final year exams of the qualifying exam
(bachelor’s degree) and are awaiting result can apply. But, these candidates must
produce the proof of passing the exam while applying for the IAS mains exam.

Number of Attempts I
General 6
OBC 9
SC/ST No restriction
Physically Handicapped (General) 9

Physically Handicapped (SC/ST) No restriction
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Examination Cycle

NOTIFICATION PRELIMS EXAM
Jan/Feb \%EW,

INTERVIEW MAINS EXAM
Jan - March Aug/Sep

FINAL RESULTS
March

E Examination Structure 3 Stages I

Stage 1 (Preliminary Exam) Stage 2 (Mains Exam)

Usually conducted in May. Prelims is Usually conducted in August/ Sep-
objective in nature (MCQs). There tember. The Mains Exam (descrip-
are 2 papers. tive) is applicable only for those who

qualify prelims. There are 9 papers.

Stage 3 (Personality Test)

Usually conducted during January - February. The interview round
is applicable only for those who qualify mains.

.~
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UPSC Syllabus for Prelims MORE THAN JUST AN ACADEMY

General Studies Paper | (200 marks)

Current events of National & International importance.
History of India & Indian National Movement.

Indian & World Geography- Physical, Social, Economic Geography of India &
the World.

Indian Polity & Governance- Constitution, Political System, Panchayati Raj,
Public Policy, Rights Issues, etc.

Economic & Social Development- Sustainable Development, Poverty, Inclu
sion, Demographics, Social Sector Initiatives, etc.

General issues on Environmental ecology, Bio-diversity & climate change
that do not require subject specialization.

General Science.

The UPSC Prelims Syllabus for GS Paper 1 consists of 100 questions, carries 200
marks, and has a negative marking of 1/3rd (0.66 marks) for every wrong answetr.
The exam duration is 2 hours, and GS Paper 1 is merit determining, meaning its
marks decide whether a candidate qualifies for the Mains stage.

How to approach the
UPSC syllabus? Scan the
QR code to know more.
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General Studies Paper I1/CSAT (200 marks)

Comprehension.

Interpersonal skills including communication skills.
Logical reasoning & analytical ability.

Decision making & problem solving.

General mental ability.

Basic numeracy (numbers & their relations, orders of magnitude, etc.) (Class X
level), Data interpretation (charts, graphs, tables, data sufficiency, etc.- Class
X level)

The UPSC Prelims Syllabus for CSAT Paper 2 consists of 80 questions for 200 marks,

with a 1/3rd (0.83 marks) negative marking for wrong answers. The exam duration
is 2 hours, and CSAT is qualifying in nature, requiring candidates to score 33%
(66.66 marks) to clear Prelims. This exam is carried out in the second shift on the

same day of preliminary examination.

:

< _FORTUNEIRS

distinguished dignitaries: Mr. N. Ramachandran IPS (Retd), Mr. HN Nair ICAS (Retd) &
Mr. Vinson M Paul IPS (Retd).
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E Trend Analysis Prelims

B current Affairs Il History I Geography Polity MM Economy Science & Tech M Enviornment
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Why are previous year questions
important?
Scan the QR code to know more.

Toppers Felicitation 2025 with Shri Asif Ali as the Chief Guest, joined by distinguished dignitaries:
Mr. T. K. A. Nair IAS (Retd), Mr. N. Ramachandran IPS (Retd), Mr. H. N. Nair ICAS (Retd),
Mr. Vinson M. Paul IPS (Retd), and Mr. Abhilash Mohanan.
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E Syllabus For Mains

The UPSC Mains Essay Paper, carrying 250 marks, requires candidates to write two
essays on topics related to society, governance, economy, philosophy, environment,
and contemporary issues. It tests clarity of thought, coherence, originality, and
balanced analysis.

I Paper - | : Essay : Candidates may be required to write essays on multiple topics.
They will be expected to keep closely to the subject of the essay to arrange their
ideas in orderly fashion, and to write concisely. Credit will be given for effective and
exact expression.

UPSC Mains Syllabus for GS 1

I Paper -1l : General Studies - | : Indian Heritage and Culture, History and Geography
of the World and Society.

1 Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, literature and Architecture
from ancient to modern times.

I Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the
present- significant events, personalities, issues.

1 The Freedom Struggle - its various stages and important contributors/contributions
from different parts of the country.

I Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country.

1 History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolu-
tion, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.- their forms and
effect on the society.

1 Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.

I Role of women and women’s organization, population and associated issues, pover-
ty and developmental issues, urbanization, their problems and their remedies.

1 Effects of globalization on Indian society.
1 Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism.
1 Salient features of world’s physical geography.

1 Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the

Indian sub-continent); factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary,

-
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and tertiary sector industries in various parts of the world (including India).

Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity,
cyclone etc., geographical features and their location-changes in critical geographi-
cal features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the
effects of such changes..

* Kk * * *

Fortune IAS Academy

Kerala’s no. l IAS Academy

«{ ot f‘ i

Best Results

960+ SELECTIONS .. 12 YEARS

THE HIGHEST IN KERALA.

Sylesh Fernandas, Academic Director of Fortune IAS Academy,
received the award for Kerala’s No 1 IAS Academy from Sri. P. Rajeev
(Minister for Industries, Law and Coir, Government of Kerala) at the
24 Business Awards.

AEEEEEEEESS———
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UPSC Mains Syllabus for GS 2

Paper - lll : General Studies - Il : Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice and
International relations

I Indian Constitution - historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure.

I Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and chal
lenges pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances
up to local levels and challenges therein.

I Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms
and institutions.

I Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries.

I Parliament and State legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of busi
ness, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.

I Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary -
Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and formal/
informal associations and their role in the Polity.

I Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act.

I Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsi
bilities of various Constitutional Bodies.

I Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies.

I Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors

and issues arising out of their design and implementation.

I Development processes and the development industry - the role of NGOs,
SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and
other stakeholders.

1 Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and
States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions
and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable
sections.

I Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services

A,
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relating to Health, Education, Human Resources.
1 Issues relating to poverty and hunger.

1 Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-govern
ance applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens char
ters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures.

1 Role of civil services in a democracy.
1 India and its neighborhood - relations.

1 Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or
affecting India’s interests.

I Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s
interests, Indian diaspora.

1 Important International institutions, agencies and fora - their structure, man
date.

UPSC Mains Syllabus for GS 3

Paper-IV: General Studies - lll: Technology, Economic Development, Bio diver
sity, Environment, Security and Disaster Management

1 Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, of resources,
growth, development and employment.

1 Inclusive growth and issues arising from it.
I Government Budgeting.

I Major crops-cropping patterns in various parts of the country, - different
types of irrigation and irrigation systems storage, transport and marketing of
agricultural produce and issues and related constraints; e-technology in the
aid of farmers.

1 Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support
prices; Public Distribution System-objectives, functioning, limitations,
revamping; issues of buffer stocks and food security; Technology missions;

economics of animal-rearing.

1 Food processing and related industries in India- scope’ and significance, loca

tion, upstream and downstream requirements, supply chain management.

A,
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1 Land reforms in India.

1 Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their
effects on industrial growth.

1 Infrastructure : Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc.
Investment models.

I Science and Technology - developments and their applications and effects in
everyday life.

1 Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of techno
logy and developing new technology.

1 Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, Nano - technology,
bio - technology and issues relating to intellectual property rights.

I Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental
impact assessment.

I Disaster and disaster management.
1 Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

1 Role of external state and non - state actors in creating challenges to internal
security.

1 Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of
media and social networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of
cyber security; money - laundering and its prevention.

1 Security challenges and their management in border areas - linkages of organ
ized crime with terrorism.

I Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate.

UPSC Mains Syllabus for GS 4
Paper - V : General Studies - IV : Ethics, Integrity and Aptitude

This paper will include questions to test the candidates’ attitude and approach to
issues relating to integrity, probity in public life and his problem solving approach to
various issues and conflicts faced by him in dealing with society. Questions may
utilise the case study approach to determine these aspects.

A,
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The following broad areas will be covered:

Ethics and Human Interface : Essence, determinants and consequences of
Ethics in human actions; dimensions of ethics; ethics - in private and public
relationships.

Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of great leaders, reform
ers and administrators; role of family society and educational institutions in
inculcating values.

Attitude: content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought
and behaviour; moral and political attitudes; social influence and persuasion.

Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service, integrity, impartiality and
nonpartisanship, objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance
and compassion towards the weaker-sections.

Emotional intelligence - concepts, and their utilities and application in adminis
tration and governance.

Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.

Public / Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and
problems; ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private
institutions; laws, rules, regulations and conscience as sources of ethical
guidance; accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical
and moral values in governance; ethical issues in international relations and
funding; corporate governance.

Probity in Governance: Concept of public service; Philosophical basis of gov
ernance and probity; Information sharing and transparency in government,
Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters,
Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds, challeng
es of corruption.

Case Studies on above issues.




Paper A

Paper B

Paper |

Paper Il

Paper Il

Paper IV

Paper V

Papers VI, VII

Sub Total (Written) 1750

MORE THAN JUST AN ACADEMY

Civil Services Exam Pattern For Mains

Subjects

One of the Indian languages (Listed in the
Eighth Schedule to the Constitution of
India) (Qualifying)

English (Qualifying)

Essay

General Studies | (Indian heritage and
culture, history and geography of the
world and society

General Studies Il (Governance,
constitution, polity, social justice and
international relations)

General Studies Il (Technology, economic
development, biodiversity, environment,
security and disaster management)

General Studies IV (Ethics, integrity and
aptitude)

Two papers on subjects to be selected by
the candidate. (250 marks for each paper)

Personality Test (Interview)

Total Marks m

300

300

250

250

250

250

250

250
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Personality Test I

Personality test, commonly known as the interview is the final round in the Civil
Services Exam selection process. Only those candidate who manage to clear the
mains exam cut off are allowed to attend the interview. The candidate will be
interviewed by a Board (5members) who will have before them a record of his/her
career. Purpose of the interview is to assess the suitability of the candidate to the
Civil Services. The interview is out of 275 marks. Marks scored by the candidate in
the interview will be added to the marks scored by him/her in the mains exam to
arrive at the final merit list.

“Interesting questions asked in
UPSC interviews - scan the QR code
to know more ?”

How to Choose an Optional Subject? I

Choosing the right optional subject for UPSC is crucial as it contributes 500 marks in
the Mains exam. Candidates should select a subject that aligns with their interests,
strengths, and ability to understand concepts easily. It’s also important to consider
scoring trends, availability of study material, and overlap with General Studies to
maximize overall marks.

Optional Subject
aGUREM MIRAUNSIO6N0
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- ldentify subjects you naturally enjoy or have prior academic background in.

- Check the syllabus length, difficulty level, and previous years’ question papers.
- Evaluate how much the optional overlaps with GS Papers and Essay.

- Ensure good availability of books and quality study resources.

- Choose a subject you can study consistently for months without losing moti
vation.

Importance of Newspaper Reading & How to Read It
Properly

Newspaper reading is a cornerstone of UPSC preparation. It builds strong awareness
of current affairs and helps aspirants connect static subjects like polity, economy, and
geography with real - world developments. It also improves analytical thinking,
answer writing skills, and decision - making ability - essential for Mains and Interview
stages. I

To read properly, focus on relevant sections such as national news, economy,
international relations, and editorials. Avoid irrelevant content like local gossip and
advertisements. Make concise notes, link news with the UPSC syllabus, and revise
regularly. Consistent, focused reading ensures better understanding and long-term
retention.

“How to read The Hindu newspaper
by topper - scan the QR code to
watch.”
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What Skills Does UPSC Really Test? I

For many aspirants, the UPSC journey begins with a strong focus on books, notes,
and endless hours of study. While knowledge is important, the UPSC Civil Services
Examination is not just a test of how much you know - it is a test of how well you
think, analyze, and express.

Scan the QR code below to watch UPSC 2026 toppers explain these skills in detail.

nIRLIWICEM) UPSC alRloE6
o2l ?

ik} UPSC MYTHS I

Many aspirants begin their UPSC journey with confusion created by common myths
and misconceptions about the examination. These myths often create unnecessary

fear, self-doubt, and wrong strategies.

In reality, the UPSC Civil Services Examination is not reserved for “geniuses” or those
with extraordinary backgrounds. It is a journey that rewards consistency, clarity of
thought, disciplined effort, and the right strategy. Breaking these myths is not just
helpful- it is essential for building confidence and moving forward with the right

mindset.

UPSC mmjnijo 2l0j®30

Scan to watch UPSC 2026 toppers
break these myths and share the
reality here:
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The Fortune IAS Scholarship: Your Gateway to Success

The journey to the Civil Services is a marathon where the right support makes all the
difference. At Fortune IAS Academy, we believe that financial constraints should
never hinder merit. Our annual Fortune Scholarship Examination is a premier initia-

tive that identifies and empowers India’s most promising talents.

By alleviating the financial burden of Civil Services preparation, we enable aspirants
to focus entirely on their goals. Our programme is one of India’s most trusted schol-
arship schemes with a proven track record of over 13 scholarship winners in the civil
services exam. Success stories like Sreedhanya Suresh IAS and Meera K IAS demon-

strate the transformative potential of this opportunity.

Beyond financial support, scholars gain access to expert mentorship, a structured
curriculum, and a supportive ecosystem. The Fortune IAS Scholarship is more than

an award, it is your first step towards a life of leadership.

mlniled mudafiim’ minimenudes
o010V 363 MSM2I&INM aldSIA).

Scan the QR code to know more.
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OUR PREVIOUS SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

4 2o
e

Meera K, IAS

Devi Nandana, IFS

3 il
/)

Rajath R, IPS Marina Victor, IRS

?

Sandra Satheesh, IAAS Sandhra S Sheik Mohamed
(Rank 380) Nishath M (Rank 497)
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Courses Offered by Fortune |IAS Academy I
= Prelims Cum Mains Batch (PCM) = Online Working Professionals Batch

= College Foundation Course = Fortune IAS Junior

[=]
4=

Scan the QR Code to get more
details about Fortune Courses

[=]

Optionals Offered at Fortune IAS Academy I

Sociology
Public Administration

Malayalam Literature

Political Science & International Relations
Geography
Anthropology

A
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Reference Booklist

Geography Fortune Success Series, NCERT 6- 12, Certificate
Physical & Human Geography, Majid Hussain,
Orient Longman Atlas or Oxford Atlas

Ancient Indian History, Art Fortune Success Series, Old NCERT: Ancient India,

India

Modern India Fortune Success Series, Old NCERT : Modern India
by Bipin Chandra, India’s struggle for Independence
- Bipin Chandra

Indian Economy Fortune Success Series, 11th NCERT : Economics:
Indian Economic Development, 12th NCERT : Eco-
nomics: Macroeconomics, Economic Survey

Ecology & Environment Fortune Success Series, NCERT Biologyl12th — Unit
10 (Chapter 13, 14, 15 & 16), NCERT Chemistry 11
th (Part Il) — Chapter 14, ICSE Environmental Educa-
tion 9th & 10th

Current Affairs Fortune Precise Series, The Hindu Newspaper, PIB,
fortuneiascircle.com

General Science Fortune Success Series, 6-12th NCERTs

(11th and 12th Only Biology is important)
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Civil Servants

Sarada Dr.Divya s

Muraleedharan IAS (Retd) lyer, IAS

-

PB Nooh, IAS Alfred OV, IAS Dr. Arun S Nair,IAS Arjun Pandian, IAS

Shahansha K S, IPS S Sreejith,IPS  Jeeva Maria Joy, IFS
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